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Letters of Religion, Oc. 
THEO PHILVs to EUGENIO. 


E Indiſpolition and Deadneſs to Religion and Ver- 
tue, which ſince Adam's Fall appears in the Mind of 
FE Man, or in other Words, the moral Impotence aud 

RE Diſinclination of the Will to a pure and divine Life, has 

been the frequent Subject of my Contemplation: And 

ASD ;magining that my Sentiments upon that Head may 
be in ſome Meaſure uſeful to your ſelf, whole Intereſt and Welfare, 
eſpecially in the Matters of the higheſt Importance, which relate to 
your future Felicity, I earneſtly deſire to promote, I offer them to your 
ſerious Conſideration ; and if I ſhall find they are acceptable, and like- 
ly to be beneficial, by informing your Judgment, or confirming your pious 
Reſolutions, I ſhall not diſcontinue this Correſpondence. 

THERE is not a clearer and more convincing Argument of the 
degenerate State and moral Impotence of humane Nature, than that 
perpetual Strife and Oppoſitfoh between our intellectual Faculties and 
our Senſes, which is experienced by the greateſt Part of Mankind. It 
is true, that ſome excellent Chriſtians are elevated to ſuch Strength, and 
Heights of Vertue, that they have in a great Meaſure ſubdued their 
inordinate Appetites, reſtored the Dominion of Reaſon, and reduced 
their Paſſions to Obedience; and that ſome, on the contrary, whoſe in- 
bred Propenſions to Vice are confirm'd and improved by a profligate 
Courſe of Life, have at length brought over their Judgments to the Side 
of Immorality and Prophaneneſs, and by enſlaving their Reaſon have 
compoſed the Contention, and made all Things for the preſent eafie 


within; 


1 [Letters of Religion, e 
within; yet the Number of theſe is ſmall, compared with thoſe, who 
are in'a middle State between the other two. Theſe unhappy Perſons 
feel a perpetual Conflict and Diſpute between their exorbitant Appe- 
tites, and the ſuperior-Paculties of the Soul; their Breaſts are Theaters 
of Strife, and Fields of Battle, where . and Paſſion always con- 
tend, but with various Suctels, for Power and Victory. Moſt Men 
are at Variance with themſelves, and are conſtantly torn and diſtract- 
ed by the Civil Feuds and Tumults of two inteſtine Parties, that aim 
at Government ; and had Mr. Hobbs thus explain'd himſelf, I ſhould 
readily grant his Aſſertion, That ever Man is ey in A State of 
War. 

THESE Perſons do nun in a calm and * Temper con- 
template and approve a religious Life, and believe the Practice of Ver- 
tue is the certain Way to Peace and Happineſs ; but ſoon after, diſarm'd 
of their Reaſon, naked and unguarded, they are drawn aſide by the Allure- 
ments of forbiddenPleaſure, ſpurr'd on by the Inſtigation of vicious Appe- 
tites, or hurried away by violent and impetuous Paſſions, till they fall 
by the Power of ſome prevalent Temptation; after this criminal Grati- 
fication of their ſenſual Deſires, they reflect with Diſpleaſure and Indig- 
nation upon their Folly and Weakneſs, bewail their unſieady and incon- 
ſtant Temper, and review with Shame and Regret their late Pollution ; 
overwhelm'd with Sorrow and Confuſion, they melt into Tears; and ſtung 
with Anguiſh and Remorſe, vow and reſolve no more to repeat their 
deteſted Sin; and dreading the Wrath of their offen led Maker, they 
confeſs their Guilt, and deprecate his Diſpleaſure. 

A ND now the Penitents feel their Minds at Reſt, and believe them- 
ſelves reinforced with ſo much Strength, that they think they are able 
to preſerve their Innocence, and reſiſt the moſt attractive Snares; but the 
Force of theſe warm Ideas by degrees abating, their Watchfulneſz Bac 
ken'd, and their Reſolutions growing cooler, they are again ſurprized 
and overcome by the like forbidden Objedts : After this ſhameful Fall, 
they return to the Confeſſion of Guilt, repeat the penitential Scene, 
and renew their Reſolutions never to relapſe ; but theſe vertuous Pur 
ſes, as ineffectual and impotent as the former, vaniſh like the Mornin 
Cloud in the Heat and Violence of ſucceeding Temptations. Thus the 
unhappy Men, diſtracted and divided in themſelves, ſometimes under the 


guidance 


Letters of Religion. 5 
guidance of Underſtanding and Reaſon, and as oft over power'd and 
govern'd by evil Inclinations and Habits, ſpend their Lives in a fad 
Succeſſion of Guilt and Repentance, and in __— and breaking e wor- 
thy Reſolutions. | | | 

IN ſecular Affairs and the common Concerns of Life, the Caſe is quite 
otherwiſe: In theſe Inſtances, when Men with due Deliberation have 
weighed and compared Things together, have judged what is beſt and 
fitteſt to be done, and choſen the End, and fixed upon the Means to 
attain it, a ready and a vigorous Execution follows their Choice 
and Determination: If the avaricious Man has ſet his Heart upon 
Riches, the Ambitious on Power, the Vain-glorious on Fame, their Re- 
ſolutions are prevalent and effectual, and their Purſuits of their reſpec- 
tive Ends carried on without Wearineſs or. Interruption. The Reaſon 
of this Difference is, that in ſecular Affairs, abſtracting from moral 
Conſiderations, the Reſolutions we make, and the Purſuits we are en- 
gaged in, meet with no Oppoſition from any contrary Spring of Moti- 
on within us; whereas the Reſolutions we form to follow the Determi- 
nation of our Underſtanding and judgment, in the Practice of Vertue 
and Religion, are violently thwarted and oppoſed by different Princi- 
ples of Action, born with us, and interwoven in our Conſtitutions. Our 
Underſtanding and Reaſon, that are veſted with an original Right to di- 
re& and govern the inferior Faculties, and in a State of Innocence might 
exerciſe that Power without controul, in this our corrupt and degene- 
rate Condition find their Right of Regency conteſted, their Authority 
diſregarded, and their Commands diſputed, by evil Propenſions and dif- 
obedient Paſſions, which ſet up for themſelves, and uſurp the Govern- 
ment; and what a reſtleſs and miſerable Life muſt he live, who feels 
this a Strite and Contraſt in his Mind, is divided againſt him- 
ſelf, and is always diſturbed and agitated by two contrary Principles of 
Motion, his Judgment and his Senſes? This Perſon is ſtill diſpleaſed 
with himſelf, arraigns and condemns his own Actions, and frequently, 
in bitter Anguiſh, wounds and pierces his Heart with ſharp Refle&i- 
ons and juſt Iuvectives; his Breaſt reſembles a troubled Sea rouſed up 
and driven to different Shes; as adverſe Winds or oppoſite Tides pre- 
vail iu their furious Conflift: When he offers Violence to his Reaſon, 
breaks F his ſulemn Reſolution, and by a new Relapſe gratifies his 


B * Criminal 
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Criminal Inclinations, how dear does he purchaſe the forbidden Fruit? 
Upon a calm Review of his Fall, the faithful Judge which inſults the 
Offender, reproaches his Folly and ſhameful Cowardice, ſets before 
him the ſad Conſequences of his Guilt, and fills his Soul with Fears of 
Divine Diſpleaſure. The Satisfaction he enjoyed by yielding to the 
Allurements that enſnared him, is flight, and quickly vaniſhes; but the 
conſequent Trouble and inward Pangs are great and permanent; his 
conſcious Remorſe, like an enraged Viper, ſtings and gnaws his Heart 
with laſting and unſpeakable Torments: And tho' ris true, as before 
mentioned, that ſome Men, after repeated unſucceſsful Conflicts finding 
themſelves unable to conquer their Habits of Vice, have deſperately re- 
ſolved to make themſelves eafie by ſubduing their Reaſon, and rid- 
ding themſelves of its troubleſome Reſtraints, and have by long Cu- 
ſtom ſo effectually com paſs'd their End, that they are ſeldom diſturbed 
with unquiet Reflections; tho' at Seaſons, by ſome awakening Incidents; 
the Light and Power of Conſcience breaks in upon them, and makes 
them tremble at the frightful Repreſentation of their Guilt and Danger; 
yet theſe are few, if we regard the vaſt Number of thoſe, who in Chri- 
ſtian Nations have by good Education been inftrufted in the Rules of 
' Piety and Vertue, but were never able to form Reſolutions ftrong 

enough to engage them thoroughly in the Practice of it; but in that un- 
equal and interrupted .Manner, which has been deſcribed, they have 
at once approved and diſobey'd the Diftates of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. | 

3 Sir, it is Time to conſider, that if I proceed I ſhall tranſgreſs 
the Bounds of a Letter, if I have not done it already; and therefore, 


that I may not put your Patience to an uneaſy ſtretch, I will here add 
no more, but that I am 


Four moft humble Servant, 
_ THEQOPHILUS) 


The 


Leners of Regen. IQ 
The Second LETTER 


Ef N to Tu A011 wk 


1 R, 

s HEN I had read your moſt obliging and inſtructive Letter, which 
contains an Eſſay on the moral Weakneſs of Humane Nature, I 
found it fo exactly adapted to my Circumſtances, that if I had 

late to your Pen for my Picture, you could not have drawn me more to 

the Life, nor given me a truer and more finiſned Likeneſs. I was 
born, as you know, of Parents eſteemed and beloved for their eminent 

Vertue and Sobriety of Manners, who took Care that my Education 

ſhould be ſuch as might diſpoſe me to follow their excellent Examples : 

I was ſent to Schol, afterwardsjto the Univerſity, and am now ſettled 

in the Country; where, my Father being dead, I inherit a plentifu} 

Fortune : Yet notwithſtanding all Temporal Circumſtances of Life con- 

{ſpire to make me eaſie, I am that unhappy Man'you have deſcribed, 

one diſtracted and divided between my Judgment and my Appetites : 

I feel a perpetual Strife and Conflict in my felf, whilſt I am {ſwayed 

and influenced with various Events, by two oppoſite, Principles, and am 

always labouring to pleaſe two Maſters, that enjoyn quite contrary 

Tasks. 

THE Propenſions of degenerate Nature and evil Habits acquired by 
Cuſtom, are a ſtrong Weight and Byaſs upon my Will, inclining me one 
Way ; while my Underſtanding and Reaſon, inlightned by Scripture Re- 
velation, dirett me another: Sometimes in a ſedate and cool Temper 
I am determined to obey the Dictates of my Judgment, and the 
Rules of Chriſtian Religion; theſe Reſolutions upon Tryal prove 
ineffectual and abortive, and vaniſh at the next Approach of the 
tempting Object. After I have been entangled and ſeduced into Crimi- 
nal Compliances, I bitterly inveigh againſt my ſelf, and bewail my Ir- 

reſolution and Stupidity; yet ſoon after I give a freſh Occaſion for 
the like Sorrow : I am always. falling into Temptation, and riſing by 


Re- 


| 
| 
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8 Letters of Religion. 
Repentance; always polluting my ſelf with Guilt, or endeavour- 
ing to waſh it off with my Tears, which however fink not deep enough 
to reach and cheriſh the Root of Vertue, and make it riſe to a flouriſh- 
ing State. This convinces me that the Ideas of Vertue only fhover in 
my Imagination, and float on the Surface of the Brain, but are not 
bright and warm enough to- influence my Heart, and produce ſuch vigo- 
rous Purpoſes as will abide the Teſt. | | 
TH US fluftuating and undetermined I hang in endleſs Suſpence be- 
tween Vertue and Vice, and like a Needle between two Load-ſtones, I 
waver and tremble between two Rival Objects, that attract me with alter- 
nate prevailing Force; during this perpetual Viciſſitude, and theſe fre- | 
quent Revolutions, I am ſometimes ſwayed by the Power of my corrupt 
Inclinations, and ſometimes 1 obey the Dictates of awakened Conſcience ; 
this Day I venture to take down a ſweet Draught of Sin, and the next 
I grow dead fick, and caſt it up with ſad Reflections and bitter Repen- 


ove tance ; f ſee my Folly, and lament my Irreſolution; I ſtrive, but 


yield ; I repent, but relapſe ; and always reſolve againſt the Inclinations 
and Habits, which I am unable to conquer. In this Conflict and un- 
decided Diſpute, my Soul is diſtracted and torn in Pieces. When 1 
am ſurrounded with Friends and good Company, my Satisfactions are 


forced and ſuperficial; in the midſt of Pleaſure I am really ſad; and the 


conſtant Senſe of my Guilt, and the returning Fears and Miſgivings 
of my Heart, fill me with ſuch Diſquiet and Regret, - that my Life 
grows a Burden, and my Expettations from Affluence and Plenty are 
diſappointed. I beſeech you, Sir, to commiſerate my Calamity, and 
direct me to ſome prevalent and effectual Means how to fix and deter- 
mine my Reſolutions, that I may hereafter be able to reſiſt my Appe- 
tites and govern my Paſſions, and live a more even, equal, and uni- 
form Life; by this you will infinitely oblige | 


Tour moſt humble Servant, 
EUGE NI O. 


The 


Teuer of Religion. 9 
The Third LETTER. 
TRgrOrHILus to EVO ENIO. 


51 R, 


C7 OVU expreſs your Inability to reſiſt the Power of your irregular 
Inclinations in ſo moving a Manner, and appear ſo willing and 
ſo much in Earneſt to ſubdue your immoral Habits, and govern 
your Paſſions, that I look on my ſelf obliged to lend you all the - 
Aſſiſtance I am able, for the accompliſhing of ſuch a worthy De- 
ſign. | 1 . | 
THE Direction, Sir, which I give you is, to form in your Mind 
the moſt deteſtable Idea of Vice, ſuch as is ſuitable to its intrinſick 
Evil, and malignant Nature. In Order to this, exerciſe your Reaſon, and 
_ conſider with that ſober Attention, {which the Importance of the Sub- 
je& requires, that as oft as captivated by the Allurements of Criminal 
_ Pleaſures, and urged by the Inſtigations of eager Appetites, you com- 
ply with Temptation, and againſt the Dictates of your Judgment violate 
your vertuous Reſolutions, and wound'your Conſcience, you renounce 
your Allegiance to the Supreme Ruler of the World, ſlight the great and 

glorious Rewards he has promiſed to Obedience, and bid Defiance to his 
terrible Menaces, pronounced againſt contumacious Offenders ; You vi- 
lify his Wiſdom, as if he was ignorant and incapable of governing the 
World; and reproach his Goodneſs, as if he envy'd you your Pleaſure 
and Felicity, had inſnared you by his Precepts, and ſeduced you into 
Trouble and Calamity : You arraign the Juſtice and Equity of his Laws, 
and rob your Creator, who is therefore your Sovereign Lord and Own- 

er, of his unconteſted Right and Propriety in his Creature ; while 
| you alienate your Service; diſclaim your Dependance and Subordina- 
tion, and uſurp a Power over your Actions, as if you were an unac- 
countable Being, and at your own Diſpoſal 3 and farther yet, to aggra- 
vate the Guilt, you make the moit ungrateful and unworthy Returns 
to your indulgent Father, and W generous and bountiful Benefactor. 


6 


ee 


10 Letters of Religion. ; 
To do Evil, is to aft in Contempt of the Rules of Reaſon, to ſtifle 
and controul the Motions and Strivings of your inbred faithful Mo- 


nitor, that bears Witneſs againſt your Proceedings, ſtruggles with you, 


and importunately urges and perſwades you to forbear the Criminal Acti- 
ons, and fills you with Remorſe and Terror when you prove obſtinate and 


inflexible to ſuch earneſt Entreaties. To do Evil, is to vilifie and debaſe 
the Dignity of humane Nature, to act unworthy and misbecoming 2 


reaſonable Being: To degrade your ſelf from the honourable Rank, 


and eminent Station wherein you are placed in the Creation, which is 


next, and but little inferior to the bleſt angelick Order, and to fink 
your ſelf to the low Condition of Brute Animals, who are governed by 
ſenſual Inſtincts and blind Appetites. Vice is the fouleſt Blemiſh and 


Diſhonour, the moſt odious Blot and Pollution, the Diſeaſe, Sickneſs, 


and Deformity of the Soul. It breaks all the Harmony and regular 
Subordination of our Faculties, and introduces Diſcord, Darkneſs, and 


Confuſion, while it fets up the Senſes and Paſſions againſt the Superior 


Commanding Powers of the Mind. Vice brings you into the vileſt Sla- 
very, under the moſt cruel, exacting and inexorable Maſter ; who, with 


unreſenting Rigour, and without any Suſpenſion of your baſe Drudgery, 


compels you to undertake freſh ignominious and painful Tasks, or 


what is equally grievous, to repeat the old. To commit Sin, is to 


break the Connexion and Dependence, and ſubvert the beautiful Order 
of created Nature: If to become compleatly happy in a State of perfect 
Obedience and Conformity to the Will of our Maker, is the ultimate 
End of Man, as moft certainly it is, then by oppoſing this End, you 
deſtroy all the Goodneſs of your Being; for the Goodneſs of any Crea- 
ture is nothing elſe than its Uſefulneſs in Relation to its End; as that 
of Meat, and Drink 1s to nouriſh and refreſh you, that of the Sun to 
mlighten the Air and revive the Earth: If you do not promote, and 
much more if you oppoſe, the Deſign of your Creation, you grow uſe- 
leſs; and if uſeleſs, then your Goodneſs being deſtroyed and gone, you 
are in a Manner dead or annihilated ; and this is your greater Re- 
proach, becauſe all Beings beſides in this World conſpire in perfect Har- 
mony to bring about the Ends for which they were created, and pur- 
ſue the Ways that lead them to a State of Petettion. 


LOOK 
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a of Religion, IT 


1. 0 0 K upon Sin as the execrable Source of all the fad Varieties 
of Miſchiefs and Calamity, that ever befel Mankind. It has made 
the World the Seat of Strife and Diſtraction, a diſmal Scene of Igno- 
rance, Miſery and Confuſion ; regard it as your greateſt Enemy, the 
Diſturber of your Peace and Tranquility, that diſpoſſeſſes you of the 
Enjoy ment of your ſelf, and is the Author of all the Pains and Suffer- 
ings of your Body, and of all the Cares, Afflictions and Diſturbance of 


your Mind; reflect how dear your Compliance with Temptation has 
coſt you, Ware upon a ſad Review in ſober Intervals your Guilt has en- 


raged and armed you againſt your ſelf, till in the Anguiſh of your Soul 


you have been almoſt driven to Deſpair, and ready to offer Violence 
to your (elf. 


THIS is the Caſe; and if you continue n and by Cuſtom 


grow hard in Impiety, your unpardoned Offences will at laſt make 


you obnoxious to the Frowns and Vengeance of incenſed Omnipotence, 
and then your Condition will be moſt deplorable; your Miſery will 


be too great for the ſtrongeſt Imagination to or the moſt elo- 
quent Tongue to expreſs. 


THIS, Sir, is the firſt Direction! give you; and if by frequent and 
ſerious Meditation on the odious and deſtructive Nature of Vice, you 
gain by. the Concurrence and Illumination of the divine Spirit a true 
Idea of it, it will grow ſo frightful and terrible to your Thoughts, that 
you will be ready to fly from it as your mortal Enemy, and become moro 
conſtant in me Practice of. Vertue. I am, 


1 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


=. Lune , Religion. 
The Fourth LETTER. 


Eucrnio to TuroOPHILUS. 


S I R, 

HIS brings you the moſt grateful AbriowledpiBcts for your 
obliging Letter in Anſwer to mine: I believed that one ſo well 
acquainted with the Nature of my Diſtemper was the moſt capa- 

ble of dire&ing proper Remedies for the Cure, and with Pleaſure find 
I was not miſtaken: I have followed your Directions, and endea- 
voured to draw ſuch a hateful and deformed Idea of Vice, as Reſults 
from the various Inſtances you have given of its malignant and de- 
ſtructive Properties, which has created a greater Deteſtation and Abhor- 
rence of it, than I have felt before. And now my Will is more fix'd 
and determined, and my fPurpoſes are grown more vigorous to oppoſe 
it; and being come to a firm Reſolution on this Point, I find a ſudden 
8 and peaceful Diſpoſition within; my Mind is now at Reſt, whereas 
before I was offended with my ſelf, and continually diſpleas'd with my 
Ackions: The great Diſeaſe and Sickneſs of the Mind, that conſiſts 
in the Impotence and Unſteadineſs of good Inclinations, I find much re- 
lieved by your Method, and begin to hope that I am now upon Reco- 
very; I perſuade my ſelf, that thus reinforced I ſhall for the Future lay 
more effectual Reſtraints upon inordinate Appetites, and encounter Temp- 
tations with more Succeſs. This, Sir, I imagine, will prevail with you 
to continue your pious Aſſiſtance, fince you ſeem to take Pleaſure in pro- 
pagating Vertue, and pointing out to others the Way to Peace and Hap- 
pineſs. As I ſhall reap the Benefit of your Inſtruction, *tis certain on the 
other Hand, that you will not loſe your Reward ; a great and generous 
Chriſtian, inſpired with Love and Good-will to Mankind, that exerts 
all his Powers in doing Good, is a Spettacle worthy the Curioſity and 
Approbation of Angels, who cannot but look down with Pleaſure, to ob- 
ſerve on Earth, one that ſo nearly reſembles their own excellent Nature. 
I am, SI X, 


Mich the greateſt Reſpett, 
Your obliged bumble Servant, 


EUGENIO. 
The 
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The Fifth LETTER. 


TusormiLvs to EuGtNio. 


HAVE peruſed your Second, in which you inform me that you 
have follow'd with Succeſs the Directions I ſent you; this I ac- 
knowledge has given me real Pleaſure; if from the Review of our 
Humanity and Benevolence in feeding the Hungry and cloathing the 
Naked, reviving the Diſconſolate, and extricating one's Neighbour out 
of Streights and Difficulties, reſults ſuch · unfeigned Complacency, how 
much greater and more ſolid Satisfaction muſt ariſe from our Conſci- 
ouſneſs of having produced in others worthy Paſſions, confirmed their 
vertuous Reſolutions, and by this Means eminently promoted their 
Peace and Felicity? I ſhall therefore with Alacrity continue to ſupply 
you with thoſe Directions which I judge moſt effectual to ſettle and 
ſtrengthen your pious Purpoſes. 
AS a warm and equal Idea of the deteſtable and pernicious Nature | 
of Vice, cannot but create an Abhorrence of it in the Mind ; ſo, on the 
other Hand, a clear and genuine Repreſentation of Vertue and Religion, 
in Proportion to its Strength and Brightneſs, muſt attract your Love, 
and engage your Efteem and Veneration, which is that which I have 
further to ſubmit to your Conſideration. I muſt acknowledge, that were 
I a Maſter of the cleareſt Judgment, the greateſt Vivacity of Thought, 
and the moſt extenſive Imagination, and had I the richeſt Stock of beau- 
tiful and expreſſive Words, I ſhould not yet be capable of doing Ju- 
ſtice to the Subject; could any Fancy conceive, or any Eloquence deli- 
neate the amiable Features, and expreſs all the Charms and Graces 
ot this Divine Object, what Admiration, what ardent Deſires, what 
Rapture would it excite ? But who is equal to ſo great an Undertaking ? 
Beſides, being confined within the narrow Limits of a Letter, I ſhall 
fall ſhort of what might be attempted with more Succeſs in wider 
D Room : 
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Room: Take then this imperfect Draught, or rather Sketch of Piety 

and Vertue, and enlarge and improve it by Contemplation. 
VERTUE is a divine Principle, that refines, enobles, and exalts the 


Soul, that illuminates and enlarges the Underſtanding, and by diſpel- 
ling the Miſt of Ignorance and Error, improves the glimmering Light 


of degenerate Nature. It imparts Clearneſs and Rectitude to the Judg- 
ment, ſtrengthens and elevates our Reaſon, and aſſerts and confirms its 
Superiority aud Dominion over the inferior Faculties; and as it infuſes 


juſt and uſeful Notions, and wiſe Sentiments, ſo it cane the corrupt 
Bent and Inclination of the Mind prejudiced by Nature in Favour of 
Vice, and takes off the Byaſs that lies upon the Will, and carries it to 


unlawful Objects. Vertue is the Excellence and Dignity, the Health 
aud Beauty, the Perfection and Felicity of our Nature. 
divine Harmony in the Mind, appointing to all the Faculties and Pow- 
ers of the Soul, and all the Paſſions and Appetites of the Body, their pro- 


per Provinces, and putting them all into a regular and uniform Motion, 


under the Guidance and Dictates of right Reaſon. 
the Mind a ſerene and divine Temper, and gives a Man the Poſſeſ- 
ſion and Enjoy ment of himſelf: When you are Maſter of it in an emi- 
nent Degree, you'll be as ſenſible of it, as of Health and Vigour, and 


perceive it like Life and Spirit diffus'd thro' the Soul, animating its Fa- 


culties and directing its Operations; it refines our Taſte, ſeaſons and 


corrects our Pleaſures, mitigates our Care and Sorrow, and improves all 


our innocent Enjoyments : *Tis the only Cordial chat can revive our 
finking Spirits, and ſupport us in Extremity and Diſtreſs. It ſmooths 
rough Nature, and ſweetens an unquiet Temper, keeps us in good Hu- 

mour, and makes us pleaſed with our ſelves and our Actions: *Tis the 


ſubordinate Fouutain, whence all the various Streams of Good are deri- 


ved, that flow upon your ſelf, or ſpread thro” the collected Body of Man- 
kind: Tis the bountiful Author of all your Poſſeſſions, and of all the 
Satisfactions and Comforts, all the real Pleaſure and Happineſs, that 
you ever enjoyed, *Tis not only, the Condition, but Part of our Feli- 

city ; our Work and Duty are of the ſame Kind. with our Wages and 


Reward , for what elſe is Vertue, but Heaven begun? And what is Heaven, 


but Vertu finiſhed ? It recommends you to the Approbation of your 
Creator; and as it is his Image and Likeneſs ftamp'd upon you, it ele- 


vates 


It creates a. 


It introduces into 


N 
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vates your Nature to a great Height of Dignity and perfection: It will 
carry you thro! all the Streights and Difficulties of Life, comfort you in 
Sickneſs, ſupport you in all Agonies of Death, and 'at laſt fill you with 
unconceivable Joys. 5 

AND what is worthy your Reflection, Vertue is that neceſſary Diſ- 
poſition and Temper of Mind, that prepares and qualifies you for endleſs 


Happineſs in the future State; without this, Heaven would not only *® 


prove an idle and taftleſs Poſſeſſion, but it muſt give you great Pain, 
become an oppreſſive Burden, and in a Senſe reverſed an exceeding 
Weight of Glory ; without a Taſte of Vertue, what Pleaſure can you 
imagine you ſhall take in the Company of pure Angels and of juſt Men 


made perfect? Far from being happy, you would be diſpleaſed in. Bliſs, 
puniſhed in Heaven, and wiſh to be delivered from that Place of Tor. 


IF you form in your Mind ſuch an Idea of Vertue, and with an im- 
partial and attentive Thought, frequently contemplate this beautiful 
Object, you will feel it by Degrees gain your Approbation, engage 
your Eſteem, and attract your Love; and while you are touched with 
its Beauties, and captivated by its Charms, you will conquer the Pre- 
poſſeſſions and Prejudices you have lain under, and find that they pro- 
ceeded from falſe Repreſentations and groundleſs Calumny. Upon nearer 
Approaches, and befter Acquaintance, you will find Vertue ſo lovely and 
beneficial, that you will diſcern it is your Intereſt and Happineſs, as 


well as your Duty aud Obligation, and immediately and fwith Vigour 
reſolve upon the Prattice of it.. I am, | 


8 IR, 


Your humble Servant, 


5 THEOPHILUS.. 


The 2 
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The! Sixth LETTER. 
. Eu GENIO % Tarrornirlvs. 
= "NF 9 
. I RETURN you a thouſand Thanks for the Pavout of your third 
Letter, in which, for the confirming of my good Reſolutions, you 
| have ſuggeſted to me another happy Method : I have now contem- 
plated the Idea of Vertue, as I had done before that of Vice, and compa. 
| ring the Dignity, Beauty and Uſefulneſs of the firſt, with the odious and 
3 deſtructive Nature of the laſt, my Judgment is chndantly convinced 
that Vertue ſhould be oreferr'd, choſen and purſued. The Deciſion on 
this Side was ſo clear and eaſie, that I began to upbraid my Stupidity 
and Blindneſs, that ſhould ſuffer ſuch a Subjec to come into Debate; 
What an aſtoniſhing Thing is this, ſaid I in my ſelf, that it ihould be 
a Queſtion with me, .or the leaſt Doubt, whether I ſhould prefer Beau. 
ty to Deformity, Health and Eaſe to Pain and Sickneſs, Freedom to 
Slavery, and a State of Happineſs to one of Miſery aud Calamity ? 
Yet this really is the Caſe to be determined, and upon which I have 
been deliberating ſo-loag. Upon this I grew diſpleaſed and offended 
with 'my ſelf for my paſt Irreſolution; I reproached my Heſitation in a 
Matter of ſuch eaſie Choice, yet of ſuch great Importance. I purſued 
this Contemplation till I came to a more vigorous Reſolution than ever, 
to adhere ſtedfaſtly to the Cauſe of Vertue, and become more obedi- 
ent to the Laws of God. I now feel that I am in earneſt, and am ſo fix'd 
| and reſoly'd, that I can defie all the Powers of Vice, and all the Al- 
lurements of Temptation, my firm Purpoſe is to purſue, without In- 


terruption, a regular and blameleſs Courſe of Life; and for the accom- 
pliſhing of this End, 1 beg the Continuance of your kind Admonitions. | 


I am, BZ ©, 


. 


2 — 7 OE. 


Your obliged humble Servant, 
EUGENTIO. 


The 
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The Seventh L E T TER. 
Trovit EUGENIO. 


SIR, 


1 A M pleaſed to read in your laſt, the N you make in Fa- 
vour of Religion, and your ee to obſerve the Dictates of 

Reaſon in reſiſting your Appetites, and governing your Paſſions; 
yet give me leave to tell you, That in your own Opinion of your 
Strength, and the Prevalency of your good Purpoſes, you appear (which is 
the uſual Caſe of young and unexperienced Vertue) too ſanguine, that I 
may not ſay preſumptuous. A modeſt Diffidence or Diſtruſt of your 
Firmneſs, which you will judge very reaſonable, when you reflect how - 
often you have impoſed upon your ſelf, and have been deceived by 
your own Heart, more often perhaps than by the great Seducer of 
Mankind, would oblige you to keep a {trifter Guard upon your felt, 
and watch with more Diligence and Circumſpection, that you may not 
be ſurpriz'd and overcome by freſh Temptation. I. will now explain to 
you more fully the Grounds and Reaſons why vertuous Reſolutions, 
which ſeem'd to him that made them ſtrong and unalterable, ſo often. 
languiſh and give Way in the Hour of Tryal z whence proceed that Ine- 
quality and Deformity of Life in the alternate Superiority of Vertue 
and Vice, which appears in ſuch Numbers of Men. 

YOUNG Perſons, that approve Religion, and engage in the Pra- 
ice of it, feel ſuch warm Affections, and ſuch vehement Tranſports 
of Love to the divine Being, yet rather paſſionate than intellectual, 
that they ſeem confident of Succeſs in oppoſing their evil Inclinati- 
ons; but their Vertue not grown up, and ripen'd into a new Nature, 
nor yet become the prevailing Byaſs and ſtrongeſt Principle of Moti- 


on in the Heart, they: ſoon relapſe, and betray the Impotence, of their 
Reſolutions, 


E IN 
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IN this Caſe the Diſtemper of the Soul is of an intermitting Kind; 
and tho? for the Time it be reſtrained and ſuppreſs'd by good and gene- 
rous Purpoſes, yet the Power of this Remedy being in too weak a Degree, 
and unequal to the Malady, the criminal Fit returns, and ſhews that 
the irregular Ferment was not extinguiſhed but ſuſpended. | 

T HE predominant Principle or Power of Motion, as an innate 
Weight, impels the Soul, and makes it gravitate to Vice, and yield to 
the Attraction of ſenſual Pleaſure: This for a while may not exert its 
Force, but remain unactive by Reſiſtance of enlightened Judgment, and 
the Reſtraints of pious Purpoſes; but if thoſe Purpoſes are not vigo- 
rous and deep rooted, the Bent and Inclination of degenerate Nature, tho' 
now under a State of Violence and Compreſſion, will by its ſecret Spring 
throw off the weaker Power, and by a Morion of Reftitution recover 
its Strength and Altivity. The Stalks and Sprouts of Vice may be cut 
off, while the malignant Root lies deep, and every Way branches thro” 
the Heart; which being a Native, and of ſpontaneous Growth, will, if 
neglected, and much more if cheriſhed, ſpring up again, and flouriſh- ; 
ing as before, will prevail over the Principle of Vertue, which is of 
foreign Extraction, and but "ey _ in a difagreeable and un- 
friendly Soil. 

T H E young practicers of Religion 1 move like a Stone hurled in the 
Air, againſt an inbred Tendency and Propenſion, which always ur- 
ging and ftriving downward upon every Abatement of the foreign im- 
printed Force, will return and recover the Center; and till Vertue, con- 
firm'd by a long and ſteady Cuſtom, becomes a Rronger Nature, and a 
more impulfive Principle of Action than that of Vice, there will be no 
Beauty or Uniformity in their Lives. 

THIS Fluttuation and Inſtability of Mind, and the uneven and 
unequal Variety of our Actions, beſides what has been ſaid, ariſes 
partly from the Revolutions and frequent Changes in our Blood 
and Humours, of which ſome favour and promote our good Inclina- 
tions, and ſome our bad: As every vertuous Man that reflects, will ac- 
knowledge that he ſometimes finds a great Deadneſs and Indiſpoſition 
to pious Duties, and other Times a Vivacity, Ardour and Delight j in 
the Service of Religion, which he cannot account for ; ſo bad Men, tho 
generally engaged in a Courſe of Vice, have at 3 their Fits ot 


Ver- 
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Vertue, for which they are at a loſs to give a Reaſon. This is owing 
partly to the Viciſſitude and different Temper of the Humours and 
Ferments of the Body, and chiefly to the changeable Nature and Dif- 
poſition of the Animal Spirits, the Inſtruments of Imagination, Senſe 
and Motion. As theſe are differently modify'd and put into Motion, 
we are differently affected; ſometimes they are ſluggiſh, cold and un- 
active, and the Objects repreſented by them in the Imagination, being 
weak and dim, make but little Impreſſion on the Mind, and excite no 
worthy Paſſion in the Heart; at other Times, the ſame Spirits kindled 
and expanded, grow bright and active, and move with extraordinary 
Strength and Swiftneſs, and the Ideas formed by them in ſuch a State 
are clear and vigorous, ſtrike the Mind with prevailing Force, and leave 
behind deep and laſting Characters. 8. 

- DURING this Seaſon, while the Spirits are calm and ſerene, while the 
pulſe beats ſteady, flow and regular, and the Tide of Blood runs ſmooth 
and untroubled, Reaſon and Judgment have the Advantage, and at this 
Time ſuch Reſolutions may follow their Dictates, that the Maker of 
them imagines will be prevalent and effeftual ; but this more favourable 
Temper ſoon changes, and a very different Diſpoſition ſucceeds, when 
the Spirits are dilated, vehement and inflamed ; when the Humours are 
too much agitated, and the Ferments exalted and over-attive: At this 
Seaſon, an unconfirmed Chriſtian 1s expoſed to the utmoſt Danger, and 

*tis likely his Judgment will be now over-ruled, and its Determinations 
reverſed ; that his Purpoſes will yield to the Impulſe and Inſtigat ion of 
his eager and exorbitant Appetites, or be born down by the Violence 
of ſome impetuous Paſſion, 

ANOTHER Reaſon why thoſe pious Reſolutions, which at their 
Birth look ſtrong and active, prove after impotent and ſhort liv'd, is 
that they were form'd ſoon after the criminal Defire had been grati. 
fy'd to Satiety ; for now Reaſon prevailing in its Turn, arraigns and con- 
demns the Action. The Worm within, rouzed and enraged, ftings the 
Offender with Remorſe and conſcious Refle&ions that fill him with 
Shame, Self-diſpleaſure and Indignation ; but by Degrees this Storm 
blows over, and the Criminal, upon new Purpoſes of Amendment, is re- 


conciled to himſelf, till his ſenſual eee recover Strength, and de- 
mand a freſh Gratification. 


AN- 


| 
* 
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ANOTHER Reaſon of the Ficklenels and Inconſtancy of our 
Minds in Reſpe& of the moral Conduct of our Lives, is, that we ge- 
nerally form our Reſolutions againſt Vice in cool Blood, during the 
Abſence of the enſnaring Obje&. In this Caſe, its Ideas in the Imagi- 
nation is faint and dim, nor does it exert half its Force, or diſplay half 
its Charms; but when the tempting Object is before you, the Image 


it conveys to your Thought and Perception, is active, bright and warm, 


and therefore ſtrikes the Fancy with ſo much Force, that it rouzes and 
awakens the Appetites and Paſſions, aud ſets them into a vehement 
Motion; and now, impatient of Reſtraint, they ſollicit the Will with 
Importunity and Earneſtneſs, while Reaſon overmatched in the Struggle 


is born down and diſarm'd, and the Criminal ſet free to indulge his 


unwarrantable Pleaſures. 


BUT after all, you cannot expect any conſiderable Fruits of your 
Contemplations and good Endeavours, without a due Dependance on 
the conſtant Aid and Co-operation of the Divine Spirit; for 'tis He who, 
by his gracious Influence, and mighty Power, ſubdues our moral Impo- 
tance, and works in the Minds of Men to will and to do of his own 
good Pleaſure: And this Aſſiſtance being abſolutely neceſſary for the 
firſt Formation of the new Creature, that is, a ſincere Principle of Piety 
in the Heart; ſo it is no leſs requir'd for carrying on a new Life, aud pro- 
ducing a Series of good and vertuous Actions: You will therefore be 
obliged frequently and earneſtly to addreſs your ſelf in Prayer to the 
Fountain of all Grace and Goodneſs, that you may obtain the Com- 
munications and powerful Help of the Divine Spirit, to produce in your 
Mind Evangelical Belief in Chriſt the Saviour of the World, and a tho- 
rough Reſolution to obey his Laws, without which no well grounded 
Confidence toward God, or ſettled Peace and Tranquillity of Mind can 
be procured; as likewiſe to enable you to ſubdue evil Habits and Diſ- 
poſitions, and conduct your Life in a more ſteady and equal Practice of 
Vertue : You muſt therefore uſe your beſt Endeavours, by devoutPrayer, 
ſerious Meditation, Reading, and Chriſtian Converſation, and then Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance will be always ready to co-operate with you, to ſtreng- 


then and confirm your Reſolutions, and carry you on to a victorious and 
predominant Degree of Piety. 
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TO ftrive and labour by your own good Actions to produce in your 
ſelf a Renovation of Nature, ſufficient Ability to live a Life ſincere- 
Iy Pious and Divine, without your Reliance on the gracious Power of 
the Spirit of Purity and Sanctification, or to depend entirely ou that 
Aſſiſtance, without your own careful and ſincere Endeavours to attain a 
prevailing Principle of Piety and moral Goodneſs, are the Extremes to 
be avoided on either Side. | | 1 
TH A you may preſerve an eſtabliſh'd Courſe of Religion and mo- 
ral Duties, I adviſe you to dwell more conſtantly in the Contemplation 
of Spiritual and Divine Objects, for by that Means you may maintain a 
heavenly Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind; if your ſerious Meditations 
on the Divine Being, and his Attributes, are frequent, and the Ideas 
of a future State of Happineſs or Miſery are clear and active, by the gra- 
cious Concurrence of the ſanctify ing Spirit you will gain greater Strength 
and Power to reſiſt Temptations, and preſerve a more uniform Practice 
of Vertue and Piety; for the great Reaſon why the tranſient Objects 
of Senſe, and the Enjoyments of worldly Pleaſute prevail over ſpiritual, 
heavenly and immortal Joys, is, that the latter, tho' of infiaite more 
Weight and Importance, being at a great Diſtance and unſeen, theRepre- 
ſentation of them to the Underſtanding is made by a very faint and 
glimmering Light, and therefore they become ineffectual and unoperative, 
being overpower'd and born down by ſtronger and more lively Ideas 
of earthly Satisfactions, and the Objects of Senſe, which are preſent to 
us, and with which we were early acquainted, and have long been fami- 
liar. Beſides, let it be conſidered, that the Soul, while united to the Bo- 
dy, and obliged to uſe material Orgaus in its Operations, has a great 
Deſire to receive its Impreſſions by ſome ſenſible Conveyance; whence 
ſpiritual and inviſible Things, tho? of the ſublimeſt Nature, and the 
greateſt Conſequence, as well as abſtracted and metaphyſical Notions, 
ere entertain'd by the Mind with Difficulty and Diſſatisfaction. Were 
the Scenes of a new Exiſtence in a future Life, the eternal Joys and Tri- 
umphs of the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, who ſtand in the Preſence 
of their iglorify'd Head and Saviour, diſplay'd before our Sight, they 
would effe&&tually over-ballance all the Profits and Pleaſures of this World, 
being of infinitely greater Excellence and Goodneſs; were they, I ſay, 
convey'd to the Mind by the like Advantage of ſenſible Perception. 
8 F 25 | Now 
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Now the more frequently and intenſely you fix your Thoughts on theſe 
future inviſible Objects, the nearer you will bring them to your Mind, 
and ſo remove the Diſadvantage of their Diſtance; and the more bri ght- 
ly and clearly you reprefent them, the more.you 1 amends for their 
unſeen State, and remove their Diſability of acting upon us on that Ac- 
count : This is to live by Faith, the Evidence of Things not ſeen, to 
make future Objects in a Manuer FI and give them unn Life 
and Vigour. 

B Y this ſacred Commerce, your Mind will become ſo ful of pure and 
Celeſtial Ideas, that there will be no room left for a Crowd of earthly, 
vain or finful Obje&s, which cannot obtrude themſelves upon the Ima- 


, gination, entirely taken up with more excellent Things. What Impreſſion 
can Treaſure and great Poſſeſſions make upon the Mind, that is contem- 


plating ſeriouſly the Kingdom of Heaven, and a Crown of Glory that 
never fades away? What are the Pomp and Majeſty of an earthly Court, 
the Magnificence of Palaces, and crowded Theaters, to One, who has 
in View the Glories of Heaven, the Triumphs of the Saints, and the 
ineffable Splendor of the Angelick Order? What are Feaſts, Sports, 
Plays, and all the Varieties of ſenſual Pleaſures and Delights to him, 
who ſtedfaſtly fixes his Eye on Celeſtial Bliſs, and everlaſting Tran- 


ſports of Joy? And how regardleſs muſt that Chriſtian be of Fame, and 
the Praiſes of Men, whoſe Thoughts are taken up in ſeeking after the 


Approbation of God, the Applauſe of Angels, and the Congratulations 
of glorified Saints ? If your Contemplations carry you thus to Heaven, 
you will be in a great Meaſure ſet above the Power of thoſe-Tempta- 
tions, which have been apt to enſnare you : This indeed is to be hea- 
yenly minded, and elevated above this ſinful World. 

"x readily allow, that the neceſſary Buſineſs of Life will often recur, 
and require your diligent Attendance, which however, by the Intention 
and Direction of the Mind, ſhould always be made ſubſervient to 
the great End of Religion, God's Glory, and your own Happineſs; 
and while you are imployed in ſuch inferior Duties, you will be 6blj- 
ged, ſaving when now. and then you iuterpole {ome pious Ejacula- 
tions, to ſuſpend your ſpiritual Entertainments, and divine Reflections; 
but when Leiſure and Freedom from worldly Affairs return, if your 
Mind returns chiefly to devout Meditations, you will gain the Advan- 


tages 
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tages I have before named, you will every Day grow in Grace; which 
thus conſtantly cheriſh'd with the friendly Influences of Heaven, will 
take deep Root in your Mind, ſpread abroad its Branches, and bring 
forth Fruit abundantly in your Life: This is to keep the Heart with all 
Diligence, and to preſerve that Fountain pure and unpolluted, whence the 
Streams of Piety and Goodneſs may flow untroubled, and without Inter- 
ruption. Thus the Practice of Religion by degrees will become natural, 
and therefore laſting and eaſie, and at length delightful, while the Prin- 
ciple of Grace and Vertue, introduced into the * by buen io is 
daily ſtrengthen'd and improv'd. a 

INURE your ſelf to ſerious Supplication and Prayer, as well 
Private as Publick, to God the Fountain of all Goodneſs, and let not 
your Prayers be pronounced only by your Lips, but be ſuch as are ac- 
company'd with ſuitable Emotions within, and ſuch as you feel coming 
from the Heart, while your Confeſſions are attended with true Sorrow 
and Repentance, your Petitions poured forth with Dependance, Hope 
and humble Aſſurance, and your Praiſes and Doxologies with fervent- 
| Alacrity and unfeigned Thankfulneſs: This Intercourſe and Correſpon- 
dence with Heaven, by repeated Meditation and unwearied Acts of De- 
votion, will carry you on to a greater Facility of doing good Duties, till 
you become a confirm'd Chriſtian; or tit will diſcover your ſecret Hypo- 
criſy, and ſhew you to your ſelf; while weary of ſuch an uneaſie Life, you 
will throw off at length your burdeafans Duties, and betake your ſelf 
to an open Courſe of Vice and lrreligion. 

EXERCISE alively Faith on the crucified Redeemer of Mankind 5 

rely upon the Merit of his Life and Sufferings, as the Ranſom paid for 
your Redemption; frequent his holy Table with due Solemnity, and 
ardent Devotion, and by a proper Commemoration of his Death, you 
will be animated and excited to imitate the holy Example of his Life. 

YOUR conſtant Attendance to the Divine Preſence, and your actual 
Reflections that he is within you and about you, and that he ſpies out 
all your Ways; that he is nearer and more neceſſary to you than your 
Soul is to your Bodv, that you live by his Life, and ac by his 
Strength, and think and reaſon by a Power communicated from him, 
conſidering at the ſame Time that God is a pure and holy Being, One 
that hates all Sin with a perfe& Hatred, will be a powerful Motive and 
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Encouragement to do well, and a ftrong Diſlwafive from acting in his 
Sight what is diſpleaſing and offenſive to him. 
AND ſince you know you muſt certainly die, and appear before the 


impartial Tribunal of the great Judge of Heaven and Earth, to be ſen- 


tenced to everlaſting Miſery, or put into Poſſeſſion of eternal Joys, ac- 
cording to what you have done in this Life; if you conſtantly have 
Death in your View, and in your Thoughts and Expectations die 
daily; if you ſtedfaſtly will compare this Span of Life, the momentary 
Continuance here, with all the Ages of Eternity ; you will find this Me- 
$hod to be a great Friend and Preſervative of Vertue: If you duly num- 


ber your Days, you will apply your Heart to the higheſt Wiſdom. 


I can only name thefe Heads of Advice, and ſuggeſt them to be im- 
proved by your ſerious Meditations, for 1 have already exceeded the 
Compaſs of a Letter: If you ſigniſie to me your Deſire that I ſhould 
write to you more at large on theſe, or communicate my Thoughts 
on any other religious Subjects, by which you imagine I may be uſe- 
ful to you in Matters of ſuch high Concernment, and vaſt Conſequence, 
I ſhall r comply with * e 


Jam, SIX, 
With great Sincerit 'Y, 


Dur Humble Servant, 


THEOPHILUS. 
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EUGdENIO © Trxrornttus 


=HJ UR Religious FEUD IE having been diſ- 

continued, to my great Diſadvantage, for nine 
Months, f om look upon it as my Duty to ac- 
quaint you with, the preſent State and Scituation, 
in which I find my ſelf as to my ſpiritual Con- 
cernments; and as I acknowledge with great 
Thankfulneſs your former pious Advice and be- 
neficial Admonitions, ſo 1 am obliged to crave your further Aſſiſtance. 
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The Letters I 5 from you made ſuch good Impreſſions on 
my Mind, and warmed my Heart with ſuch devout Paſſions, that [I 


reſolv'd to enter upon a ftrifter Courſe of Life, and a more uni- 
form and equal Practice of Vertue; but in a ſhort Time I found the 
Fervour of my Zeal abate, and much Deadneſs and Indiſpoſition to Reli- 
gion return'd upon me: Sometimes I hoped that the heavenly Seed of 
Piety was really ſowed within me, and ſometimes I trembled and diſ- 


truſted my Sincerity, while I was perplexed with Doubts and Miſgivings 


leſt the good Seed was ſcatter'd on a hard and ſtony Heart, where it 
would never take any deep Root, but tho' it ſeemed to thrive and 
flouriſh for a while, it would by degrees languiſh and ſicken, till at 
length it wither'd and dyed away. You will ſee what Reaſon [| have for 


this melancholy Apprehenſion, when you have read the following Ac- 


count of my ſelf. I lately took a ſerious and deliberate Review of my 
Actions, and examined the Courſe and Tenour of my Life for theſe laſt 


441 


4 Terre of Religion 


ſix Months, and I muſt confeſs with Shame and Sorrow, that upon bal- 
lancing the whole, I cannot ſay that L have in this Time improved my 
Talents, and made that good Ule of the Lights you kindly imparted to 
me, as I hoped I ſhould have done: On the contrary, I haveReaſon to fear 


that I have loſt Ground, and that my good Reſolutions yield and give 


Way; tho' | thankfully acknowledge that I have been protected by 
Divine Grace from falling into groſs and heinous Sins, yet I do not feel 
thoſe warm Affections, nor taſte t hat Pleaſure and Delight in the Pra- 


Rice of Religious Duties, nor that Readineſs and Deſire of returning to 


them, as I formerly experienced. I am more backward to repeat my 


ions, and more cold and lifeleſs in thoſe ſpiritual Performances, 
and ſeem pleaſed in my ſelf when the burdenſome Task is over. My 


Contemplation on Divine Objects, my Attendance on the publick Service 
of God and the Holy Sacrament, is not accompanied with ſo much Zeal 
and inward Satisfaction as I once felt; nor do l find ſuch lively Ope- 


rations of Chriſtian Love to my Neighbour; nor do I ſearch out 


Occaſions of doing good in diſpenſing my Charity to the Poor and 
Needy, and adminiſtring Succour and Conſolation to the Afflicted and 
Diſtreſt, with that tender Compaſſion, . with that Alacrity as l am 
convinced I ought to do. 

T happens that the Gentlemen that dwell about me are for the moſt 
Part a looſe and careleſs Generation, plung'd in Prophaneneſs and Immo- 
rality ; among whom a Man of Religion is the ſtanding Jeſt of the 


Scoffer, and the Song of the Drunkard: Hunting, Drinking, Rioting, 
and Gaming, are their ſucceſſive Entertainments; they never have the 


Worſhip of God in their Families, nor do they mention his Holy Name 
but in prophane Oaths, Imprecations, and horrid calling out for Damna- 
tion on themſelves or others. To reprove theſe Gentlemen, ſeems to be 
a caſting Pearl before Swine; and to keep them Company without re- 
proving them, is to partake of their Guilt ; ſeveral of theſe are my near 


Relations, wo ſneer at Religion, and 3 the Expreſſion of Civility 


and Friendſhip diſcover their Contempt of me for not conforming my 
Life to their Ways, ſecretly laugh at my Reſervedneſs, and deſpiſe me for 
my Fear of God, and Unwillingneſs to undergo his Wrath. Whenl viſit 
theſe Geaclement which I think I ſometimes ought to do, if 1 carry 
with mea ſerious Temper of Mind, I find at my Return 2m a Loſer 
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by the Company, white I perceive a Flatneſs and a Damp caſt upon my 
ſerious Difpofition. I muft own too, but not without Shame, that I can- 


not with a due Fortitude and unſhaken Reſolution bear the Reproaches 
and Scorn that | fee throwu on Religion, and often intended againſt my 


ſelf, for being ſuch a humourſome and unfaſhionable Perſon as to mind 


in d the great Affairs of another Life. I muſt acknowledge, I ſay, 
that it affects and diſturbs me, when I hear them expoſe all Piety and 
Vertue, as the Effect of a crazy Imagination, ſuperſtitious Fear, or the 
odd and whimſical Production of a troubled Spleen; and thus aſcribe the 
Health of the Mind to the Diſtemper of the Body, and mock Piety of 
Heart and Purity of Life, which are eſtabliſhed on ſuch ſtrong Founda- 
tions of right Reaſon, as will abide the ſtricteſt Teſt and Examination, 

as a wild Illuſion and a melancholy Phantaſm. I evidently feel the 
Converſation of theſe Gentlemen is injurious to me; and tho” I have not 
Authority enough to do them Good, their evil — has 
Power to do me- much Hurt. There are in my Neighbourhood a few 
other Gentlemen of a very different, but not a mofe Religious Taſte, who 
are entirely taken up in eager Purſuits after Riches, and know no other 
Uſe of their Underſtandings, but to form Schemes, and lay Deſigns how 
to encreaſe their Money and Poſſeſſions. When I converſe with theſe, I 
am not indeed entertain'd with looſe and immodeſt Diſcourſes, nor af- 
fronted with Curſes,Oaths and Blaſphemy ; however, there is a ſecret In- 
fe&ion, that ariſes from the Converſation of theſe ſober avaricious Men, 
that changes a ſerious Temper of Mind, and gives it in a Meaſure a 
worldly Turn. I am ſenſible that my too much frequenting the Conver- 

ſation of the Men of each Kind has contributed to the weakening of my 
pious Reſolutions, and therefore I have determin'd to contract my Ac- 
quaintance, and to make fewer and ſhorter Viſits, being better ſatisfied 
to be reproached or pitied as moroſe, odd and unconverſable, than to 
waſte my Time, prejudice my Vertue, and diſturb my Peace, by comply. 
ing with a profane or immoral Race of Men, who, tho' they call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, never ſpeak or act in that Charafier, but always in 
Defiance and Contradi&ion to it. I likewiſe have reſolved to apply my 
ſelf, as you have directed, to fervent Devotion and daily Meditation on 
Divine and Spiritual Subjects; and here it is, Sir, that I entreat your 
Direction, and if you pleaſe let me know what Methods I ſhould uſe 
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to attain a more prevailing and ſettled Degree of Piety, and particularly 


what Subjects of Meditation you would recommend for this Purpoſe 
by which you will greatly oblige | 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


EUGENIO. 


rere 


The Second L E T T E R. 


Tazorn 1LUS to EUGENIO. 


„ 


INCE you have expreſs'd an earneſt Deſire that I ſhould carry on 
the Religious Intercourſe begun between us, and that I would far- 
ther aſſiſt you with ſuch Motives and Directions as may promote 

your Advancement in Piety, till you become an eſtabliſhed and through- 
ly confirm'd Chriſtian, I aſſure you, that you have enjoyned me an 
agreeable Task. 

I know not a more ſucceſsful Method how to procure 8 and 
eminent Degrees of Religion and Vertue, than that of cheriſhing the 
Love of God in our Hearts with unwearied Care and Application; for 
this being the Principle of Divine Life in the Soul of Man, if it be con- 
ſtantly cultivated and improved by the moſt effectual Arguments and In- 
centives, it muſt needs acquire a ſtronger Dominion over the Faculties 
of the Soul, and the Appetites of the Body, and produce in our 
Lives a more ſteady and regular Succeſſion of good and worthy Acti- 


ons. For Divine Love being that Celeſtial Habit by which we chuſe 


and adhere to God as our ultimate End, and the Obje& of our Happi- 
neſs, it muſt follow, that this is the firſt Mover and the Spring of pious 
Operations in our Minds, and of Vertue and Purity in our Practice, 
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which are the only Means to procure our Fruition of him ; and therefore 
as this Principle is warm and vigorous, or weak and Jlanguiſhing with- 
in, Moral Goodneſs in the Heart and Life muſt flouriſh or decay. 

THIS is the leading and higheſt Grace that carries the Mind directly 
to its ſupream Felicity, and when all other Vertues are ſuperſeded, there 
being no farther Occaſion for their Exerciſe, this will continue for ever, 
being the only Habit of the Soul, by which we can enjoy the Divine 
Being in a future State of Perfection and Happineſs ; and therefore it 
1s declared by our Saviour to be the firſt and greateſt Commandment ; 
and for this Reaſon I have been determined to lay before you, in a pra- 
&ical Manner, thoſe Arguments and Conſiderations that ſeem to me 
moſt conducive to cultivate and ſtrengthen in your Mind the ſincere 
INS 

IT isa clear and convincing Evidence of the inbred Blindneſs and 
Degeneracy of humane Nature, that the Generality of Mankind are 
miſtaken in the Choice of their Happineſs; while having loſt their Taſte 
of Spiritual and Divine Pleaſures, in the Enjoyment of which their 
Minds might acquieſce and be fully ſatisfied, their miſguided Imagina- 
tions, according to their peculiar Complexions, ſet up a Variety of 
Phantoms and empty Appearances, inſtead of the true Obje& of Feli- 
city; Multitudes of Men are captivated with Riches, and believe that a 
plentiful Eſtate and great Poſſeſſions will make them happy; others 
are enamoured as much with Power, Pomp and Honour; nor is their 
Number leſs, who believe that Happineſs conſiſts in the Gratifications 
of their Appetites with Diverſity of Corporeal Pleaſures; and each of 
theſe Claſſes, given up to a different Deluſion, are eager and induſtrious 
in the Purſuits of thoſe Enjoyments which they flatter themſelves will 
give them Eaſe and Satisfaction. Thus the Minds of Men being aliena- 
ted from God, and therefore eſtranged from the Objects of their Happi- 
neſs, their Bent and Inclination is turned aſide to their ly ing Vanities, 
I mean, Temporal Poſſeſſions of different Sorts, in which they terminate 
their Love and Delight, Thus the proud and ambitious Man would 
fain be independent and not ſubordinate to his Maker, and therefore 
falls down and worſhips himſelf the great Idol of his Eſteem. The 
Rich and Avaricious deifie'their Gold, and the Voluptuous make their 
Belly their God ; for whatever Men chiefly love, and value, and purſue, 
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is in Effect the God they worſhip; and *tis plain, that this is the Caſe 
of thofe 1 have nam d. But how idle and abfurd are the Hopes and 
Expettations of theſe miſtaken Perſons? Suppoſing the Avaricious, the 
Men of Pleaſure, and the Proud and Aſpiring, ſnould poſſeſs the different 
Objects of their Deſires, I would ask of them, what theſe Acquifitiong 
can do to make them happy? Can they remove from them any impor- 
tant Evil, or ſupply the Want of any conſiderable Good? Can Honour, 
Riches, Power or Pleaſure, cure the Diſeaſes either of their Bodies or 
their Minds? Can fuck Enjoyments relieve their Pain, remove their 
Sickneſs, or aſſwage their Thirſt in a burning Fever? Are they able to 
compoſe their Inquietude, ſhut up their wakeful Eyes with refreſhing 
Sleep, and reſtore Tranquillity to their languiſhing and reſtleſs Spirits? 
Is it in their Power to reduce the ſwelling Water of a Dropſy, or to 
cloath with new Fleſh the meagre and emaciated Limbs of one ex- 
hauſted by a long Conſumption? Can they eaſe the Torments of the 
Gout or Stone, ſtill the Fury of the Colick, or new brace the Limbs 
diſſolved and infeebled by a confirmed Palſy? Can they cover the 
Warrior's Head in the Day of Battle, defend from Dangers that in- 
vade by Day, or the peſtilential Arrows that fly by Night? When the 
Poſſeſſors ſhall lie confined by Sickneſs to their Bed, and ſtrive with the 
Pangs and Agonies of Death, when their ſorrowful Friends ſtand weep- 
ing round ithem, and Attendants are ready to lay their dead Bodies 
out, will they cry to their Wealth, Power or Honour, the Idols whom 
they ſerved, to afford them Courage and Comfort ? And will their Gods 
hear and help them in their Extremity ? Will they protect them againſt 
theStings and Remorſe, aud the Inſults of an awakened enragedConſcience, 
and give them the Proſpect of a happy Eternity? Far from this; on the 
contrary, they will augment their Trouble, and exaſperate their Grief, 
when they reflect that now they muſt part with their dear Satis facti- 


ons, without Hopes of enjoying thoſe or any other Pleaſures for 
ever. 


NOR have the Profits and Pleaſures of this World greater Power 
to conquer the? Diſeaſes of the Mind: Can they ſubdue our criminal 
Habits and evil Inclinations, and renew our degenerate Nature, by in- 
troducing into the Heart a Principle of Divine Life and predominant 
Piety ? Can they cleanſe this corrupt Fountain, that the Streams which 
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iſſue from it may be pure? Are they able to aſſiſt us againſt powerful 
Temptations, and ſtrengthen and confirm us in the ſincere Practice of re- 
ligious and moral Duties? Are they able to work in us evangelical Faith 
and ſincere Repentance, reconcile us to our offended judge, pardon our 
Sins, and put us in Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Heaven? If they can 
do nothing of all this, but rather hinder our Happineſs in every one of 
theſe Inſtances ; if, I ſay, they can remove from us no great Calamity, 
nor procure us any neceſſary or valuable Benefit, is it not amazing, 
that the far greateſt Part of Mankind ſhould purſue with Eagerneſs 
Things which can do ſo little for them, and which rather obſtruct than 
promote their Felicity. 

BUT now, if we turn our Thoughts to our bleſt Grade we ſhall 
ſoon be convinced, that he, and he alone, can be our chief Beatifick 
End. For fince he is poſſeſt of all poſſible Perfection, it is in his Power 
to remove from us all the Evils, and beſtow upon us all the Bleſſings be- 
fore enumerated. He has boundleſs Goodneals, that can fill all the Ca- 
pacities of the Soul, and fully ſatisfie all our Deſires, that tend to our 
Happineſs. He is Almighty, and therefore able; he is eſſential Love, 
and therefore willing to do us the utmoſt Good. He is Eternal and 
Immutable, and therefore a conſtant and unchangeable, as well as a 
ſuitable and adequate Good to a reaſonable Creature. Here, Sir, behotd 
your Happineſs; which conſiſts in the Enjoyment of the Divine Being, 
by the moſt raiſed Love, Admiration, Complacency and Delight in the 
Purity and Perfection of your Nature. This is the Bleſſedneſs of Hea- 
ven, thatis, all the Goodneſs that the Faculties and Powers of your Mind 
are capable of receiving; and you approach the nearer to this State 
of Glorification or conſummate Bliſs, the more you advance in your 
Eſteem, and are fix'd in the Choice of God as your chief End, and 
in thoſe Divine and Religious Habits, which as they are the only 
Felicity, ſo are they the neceſſary Qualifications that prepare and fit 
you for the Poſſeſſion of it. 

A ND now, Sir, to excite your Love to God, and kindle a Divine 
Flame to an Object ſo perfectly amiable, give me leave to expoſtulate 
with you, and ſet before you the following Conſiderations. 

WH E N you are accuſtomed to exerciſe your unprejudiced Reaſon, 
and impartially contemplate the Perfections of the Divine Being, your 
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Creator, Beneta&or, and indulgent Father, and who alone is capa- 


ble of making you happy, you will ſoon adhere to him with the moſt 
inflamed Defire, as to your final Felicity; did you meditate fequently 
and ſeriouſly on this Eternal Good, theſe infinite and irreſiſtable Charms, 

and look ſtedfaſtly and conſtantly on this Glorious Object, you would 
feel its Divine Influence and attractive Force, till you were rav iſhed with 
the Proſpeft, and carriel to its Embraces with ardent Inclinations. 
You would wiſh that the Divine Flame would ſpread it ſelf thro' your 
Heart, and make it riſe a burning Sacrifice towards Heaven ; you would 
find Divine Love would, as a vital Principle, animate all the Powers and 
Faculties of your Soul, and be as ſenſible that you loved the bleſt Crea- 
tor, as that you love Health, Friends, Eaſe, and Lite it felf; nor would 
you defire any other Happineſs than the Perfection of this Celeſtial Qua- 
lity, for the acquiring of which you would be contented to part with 
all your worldly Poſſeſſion, become the pooreſt and moſt deſpiſed Crea- 
ture upon the Earth. To enjoy this Felicity, you would chuſe to live in 
Hunger, Thirſt and Nakedneſs, to be condemned to Chains, to the 
Mines or the Gallies ; and for the Attainment of it, you would not be 
unwilling to reſign your Life and all the Enjoyments of this World; - 
Riches, Honour, and the Pleaſures of Senſe, would be ſo far from being 
firſt in your Eſteem your main Happineſs, that in your deliberate 


Thoughts you would be more afraid of thoſe Poſſeſſions, in a great 


Degree, than of Poverty and Contempt themſelves, 

I N vain the World would open its worthleſs Toys aud empty Pride 
before you, or tempt you with the low and tranſient Delights of 
Senſe. A pious Mind, acquainted with Divine Love, will be ready to 
ſay, what are theſe idle and impertinent Things to me, who in a ſhort 
Time muft certainly Die, and has every Hour in Proſpect a vaſt Eter- 
nity ? What Reafon have I to value this World more than the Dead or 
the Dying do? But if I was ſure to continue here many Ages, I am 


paſt doubt here is nothing to be found that will ſatisfie and eaſe my De- 


fires. Since therefore the Divine Being is the only Good, that is com- 
menſurate to my Wiſhes, and can afford my Soul a compleat Satisfaction; 
and ſince he invites me, and makes it my indiſpenfableDuty to love and 
enjoy him, why does not my Heart burn within me, and why do | delay 
to embrace my . ſince I have certainly found 1 it? Why is my 

: Breaſt 


oP 


1 of Religion. 11 


Breaſt ſo cold, my Love ſo weak, and my Divine Deſires iv low and 
languiſhing ? Why do they not bear a ſuitable Proportion to their amia- 
ble Object? How frozen, how ſtupid and inſenſible is my Heart? I 
have diſcloſed before it the ineffable Beauties of Divine Goodnels, yet 
how little does it feel their Energy and Influence? I diſplay before it the 
Glory of Heaven, and the tranſporting Pleaſures of a blitsful Immortality, 
but it continues hard and without Impreſſion. I cry, I have diſcover'd 
an everlaſting Treaſure, a ſuitable and perfect Happineſs, but it does 
not hear. I urge and preſs it with its Duty and Intereſt, but it per- 
ceives not the Force and Vertue of my Reaſons; or if the Contempla- 
tion of boundleſs Perfections a little awakens it, if after much Patience 
and Labour it begins to ſtir, and the Divine Fire is a little kindled, 
yet it ſeems but a forced nal a foreigu Warmth; the dead Thing 
quickly returns to its former Coldneſs and laſenlibility, What ſhall I 
do to awaken my Lethargick Faculties? Tho' my Reaſon has condem- 
ned, yet it has not ſubdu'd my ſenſual Inclinations; in Deſpight of all my 
Convictions, they maintain a ſecret Intereſt within, and their Biaſs is 
ſtill too ſtrong and prevalent in my Heart; my corrupt and degenerate 
Propenſions are the heavy Weight that hangs upon my Soul, and ſinks 
its Flight, when it would riſe to Heaven. Theſe are the powerful 
Charms, that have laid it ſo faſt aſleep. But how dead ſoever it is to 
my Reaſonings, yet his glorious Voice, that rends the Rocks and 
ſhakes the Wilderneſs,will make it hear; how hard and inſenſible ſoever 

it remains after my Endeavours to ſoften it, yet at his Preſence, before 
whom the Hills melt like Wax, it will ſurely diſſolve; let that Voice 
command it, and it will obey. In the mean Time, I cannot but con- 
demn my felt when J refle& on this wonderful Stupidity, that has ſeized 
upon me, while I perceive that I am forced to deliberate about loving 
the Supream Being, and want ſo many Reaſons and Arguments to per- 
ſwade me that Infinite Goodneſs is worthy my intenſeſt Affection. 

MV Love to the Creatures outgoes and prevents my Reaſoning: 
I need no Eloquence to couriuce me that Meat and Drink, Reſt and 
Health, are good and deſirable Things; and is not the bleſſed Crea- 
tor as proper and ſuitable a Good for the Mind, as thoſe are for the 
Body? And therefore is it not ſtrange, that after I have uſed ſuch clear 
and forcible Arguments, and urged and ** them ſo long and ear- 
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neſtly upon my ſelf, that my ſtubborn Heart ſhould feel ſo little 
Efficacy and Vertue from them? 

TO be more particular, would you reflect, Sir, that there is no object 
in the World ſo ſuitable to the Underſtanding, as the Divine Being, you 
would be perſwaded to love him; you ſhould therefore, by the Con- 
templation of his Perfe&ions diſplayed in his Works of Creation, Pro- 
vidence and Redemption, learn to know him in a practical Manner; 
that is, ſo tor know him as to love him, and chuſe him as your ultimate 

Happineſs; for this is the moral End of all Knowledge. What if a 
Man had the moſt clear and capacious Head, the moſt ſolid and pierc- 
ing Judgment, the moſt retentive and regular Memory, the moſt lively 

'F Wit and fruitful Imagination, ſo that he could clearly comprehend all 

. the Sciences of the Learned, account for all the perplexed Phænomena 

of Nature, unriddle the Difficulties of the Schools, penetrate the Myſte- 
| ries and Intreagues of States and Governments, and was able to diſ- 
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courſe on all theſe Subjects to the Confuſion of all Oppolers, and the 
| Aſtouiſhment of all that heard him; were this to be Wiſe, whilſt he 
l * knew not what is ſuitable to perfect his Faculties, ſupply his Wants, 
'F and make him happy? To know created Beings abſtracted from their 
Original, and their proper Uſe and Ends, is to know the Characters, 
but to be ignorant of their Senſe and Meaning ; unleſs the Underſtand- . 
ing by a due Contemplation of the Deity, has received juſt and ſuitable : 
Impreſſions from his glorious Attributes, all the Wit and Knowledge in 
the World is Folly and Stupidity. If this be a valuable Perfection, «t is 
no more than the condemned Spirits themſelves enjoy, whom however 
we abhor as the moſt vile and execrable Creatures. The Knowledge 
of inferior Things is no farther deſirable, than as they lead us to the 
Supream Being; and we are to follow theſe Streams only that we may 
riſe to the Fountain. To what Purpoſe ſhould a Man know any Thing 
in Created Nature, but that he may know its Author better? and to 
what End ſhould he know him, but that he may for ever love him, and 
by loving him, be for ever happy? For it is not our Knowledge of 
Things, but our loving and enjoying their Goodneſs, in which our Fe- 
licity conſiſts. You ſhould therefore ſtrive to gain ſuch juſt and lively 1 
Conceptions of God's merciful and gracious Nature, and ſuch clear 
and ſtrong Repreſentations of his boundleſs Love and Goodneſs, 
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as may make the deepeſt Impreſſions on your Mind, and by their quic- 
kening and powerful Influence produce ſuch ardent Affect ions, as may 
not be extinguiſhed: And by this Means your Mind will regain, in 
a great Degree, its primitive Rectitude, and your Heart will adhere 
with a prevalent Inclination to this Beatifick Good, ſo natural, ſo 
agreeable, and ſo proportioned to the > Capacities and Powers of a Rea- 
ſonable Nature. 

SINCE then the Divine Being is the proper Object of the Under- 
ſtanding, employ, Sir, that ſuperior Faculty of your Soul in a conſtant 
and lively Contemplation of his infinite Perfections; and eſpecially 
meditate on his Relations to you, as your great Creator, Bene factor, 
Governor, and ultimate End. Beſpeak your ſelf, Sir, in tain like 
theſe, 

LET me look up and view ſtedfaſtly this Excellent and Ridroat Be- 
ing, the Poſſeſſor and Fountain of all Perfection, and the Maker of all 
Things, whoſe Power is unlimited, aud whoſe Wiſdom is unſearchable ; 

who fills the Heavens with his Glory, and the Earth with his Good- 
neſs; whole Loving-kindneſs endures for ever, and whole Mercies are 
over all his Works. This is indeed a ſuitable and worthy Object of our 
Contemplation: The Light of the Sun is not more proper and agree- 
able to the Eye, than the Light of this infinitely more glorious Being 
is to the Underſtanding : If that ſcatters the Miſts, removes the Night, 
and revives the World with Heat and Day, this does not leſs illumi- 
nate the Mind, chaſing thence the infernal Darkneſs, which fince Adam's 
Rebellion has dwelt upon it: Since that unhappy Hour, interpoſing 
Clouds have intercepted our Proſpet of Heaven, and the Plague of 
Egypt, but more laſting and univerſal has befallen us: Sad State! Mi- 
ſerable World! How black are theſe Regions? How uncomfortable 
theſe impenetrable Shades ? Sure this Place is the Valley of Tears, and 
the Shadow of Death : *Tis the Seat of Confuſion and Diſorder, and 
too cloſely borders on the Kingdom of Darkneſs; would I had ſome 
kind Beam to direct my Steps! How deſirable is the leaſt imperfect 
Day in ſo unlightſome and dangerous a Paſſage? How great a Favour 
had the Iſraelites, who enjoyed the chearful Light in their Dwellings, 
when ſo thick and gloomy Night covered all the Face of Egypr? And 

has now the God of 1/rael forgotten and deſerted this ſinful World? Is 
1 W 5 the 


14 Letters of Religion. 
the Sun of Righteouſueſs for ever ſet to theſe unhappy Seats? Has he 
not ſtill a peculiar People, and does he not continue to illuminate ſome 
excellent Minds? Happy Souls! Bleſt Favourites of Heaven! Vou have 

Luftre in your Orbs, when all others are eclipſed. You find a welcome 
Day in the midſt of Darkneſs, enjoy a clear Proſpect of Heaven, and 
dwell in the Contemplation of the Father of Lights. 

HO W earneftly I long for this Happineſs! May ſome Celeſtial 
Beam break in upon my Mind, and diſſi pate the Clouds of Ignorance 
and Error that hang upou it, that I may be able to look up to Heaven, 
and view, admire and adore the Eternal Spring of Bliſs and Glory ! 
When will this heavenly Day begin to dawn? When will the pure 
Light ſpring from on High to cheer and direct my involved and be- 
wildered Mind? How refined, how clear, how agreeable, is this Divine 
Luſtre, and what Pleaſure is it to contemplate the glorious Object 
whence it flows? How ſweet are its Influences? It enlightens with- 
out raiſing Clouds, it warms without cauſing Corruption, and delights 
without weakening the Sight. = | 

HOW happy. are you, ye pure and perfect Spirits, who are ad- 
mitted. into the Courts of Heaven, who ftand in your Maker's pre- 
ſence, and are raviſhed to behold the Brightneſs of his Face? How 
clear a Day do you enjoy? How pleaſant and ſerene: are the Regions 
where you live? You dwell ſo near the Source of Life and Light, 
that you muſt needs overflow with Glory, and ſhine like the Sun in its 
greateſt Splendor. When Moſes had ſtaid but a few Days before God 
in the Mount, his Face had imbibed ſuch a dazling Luftre, that the aſto- 
niſhed Iſraelites were not able to behold it. How bright then are thoſe 
Godlike Spirits, that Day and Night worſhip befare the Almighty's 
Throne? And how infinitely more will Moſes ſhine at the Reſurrection 
ot the Juſt, than when he deſcended from the Mount? 

LET me then awake and look up; let me with Veneration, Humility. 
and profound Submiſſion, contemplate this adorable and blitsful Being. 
let me view it ſo ſteadily, ſo conſtantly aud fo earneſtly, that I may * 
ceive its bright Impreſſion, and detain ſome Beams of Light intercepted 
by my Embraces. Let me forget the World, and gaze no longer on its 
gaudy Trifles, but turn my enquiring Thoughts, and all the Force of my 


Under 


Underſtanding hither; for this is an Object worthy to be known, that 
will entertain, ſatisfie ** perfect all the Faculties of the Mind. 

AND here I ſhall put an End to this Letter, which, if you deſire 
it, ſhall be ſoon followed with another, where I ſhall ſhew, that our 
Divine Author is no leſs the proper Object of the Will, than he is of 
the Underſtanding, and therefore the fitteſt to be loved with the ftron- 
geſt Inclination of the Heart. I ſhall likewiſe conſider that Part of your 
Letter, that relates to hurtful Converſation. 


EY 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 


THEOPHILUS, 


a 
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The Third LETTER 


EUGENIO to THEO PHILVUs. 


1 


f 9 : 
* 


O U have ſoon obliged me with an Anſwer to mine, in which 1 


earneſtly craved the Revival of your Chriſtian Correſpondence, 
which I find ſo neceſſary for my Inſtruction and Support; and I return 
you moſt hearty Thanks for the Goodneſs and Benevolence you have 
ſhewn in your Readinels to gratifie my Deſires. I am convinced that 
you have juſtly recommended to me the conſtant Exerciſe and Improve- 


ment of Divine Love, as the moſt proper and effectual Means of ac- 


quiring more prevalent: Degrees of Piety, and a more ſteady and uni- 
form Courſe of vertuous Attions. I lee by the Lights you have im- 


parted to me, that this is the greateſt moral Beauty and Perfection that 


can 2doru and enoble the Mind of Man; that it is the leading Prin- 
ciple and the ann opring that lets in Motion the Faculties of 


the 


Due of Religion. 13 


CE EL ant —— ne 1 


ä „% „„ 


r 5 


* q 
* — 1 „ 


— 


16 Letters of Relipion. l 


b —— OE NE II IC — 2... 
> I TIP Og Oy OUT Oe COTE ICE ny IT" 2 „ 


the Soul in all her Religious Operations, affects the Heart with wor- 
thy and devout Emotions, and produces in the Life all moral Order 
and pious Works. This was in a leſs Meaſure my Belief before, but 
ſince 1 have read and contemplated your inſtructive Diſcourſe, my Ideas 
on this divine and important Subject are much enlarged, and more free 
from Obſcuri y. I can evidently diſcern from your Reaſoning, that as 
this heavenly Principle does more or leſs get Ground in the Soul, Reli- 
gion and moral Goodneſs will in Proportion thrive or decline: When 
this pure Fountain is full, and ſwells the Heart, the Waters of Life will 
flow conſtantly from it in plentitul Streams Re, Piety and Vertue, which 
muſt ſink and languiſh, when they are defrauded of Supplies from the 
Spring-head. It is therefore my Reſolution to cheriſh warm and de- 
vout Affect ions, and to uſe the proper Arguments and Incentives which 
you have ſuggeſted to me, or ſhall ſuggeſt, to excite and ftrengthen the 


adtive Principles of Divine Love; that I may feel more Alacrity and | 


Fervour in Prayer, Meditation, Religious Diſcourſes, and all ſacred 
Exerciſes ; and by this Means wear off the Deadneſs and Indiſpoſition, 


that I often perceive in the Performance of ſpiritual Duties. I have 


read over, more than once, and conſider'd your pious Diſcourſe, and 
have Reaſon to believe, that I ſhall reap from it great Benefit; and there- 


fore entreat you to communicate your remaining Sentiments on _ Sub- 
je&, and you will highly oblige, 


1. 


Tour moſt Humble Servant, 


EUGENIO. 


* 


The Fourth L E TT. L.A: 


TrrorniLus to EO ENIO. 


Obſerved, Sir, with great Satisfaction from your Anſwer to mine, 
that my Diſcourſe on Divine Love had made good Impreſſions on 
your Mind; and therefore according to my Promiſe, and in Compliance 
with your Requeſt, you will here find ſome further Meditations on 
that great Subject. 
IN my laſt, Sir, I repreſented to you the Divine Being as the moſt 
excellent and moſt proper Object of humane Underſtanding, and there- 
fore the fitteſt to be contemplated, and the moſt worthy to be adored. 


I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew, that he is the only ſuitable Object of 


the Will, and therefore the fitteſt to be loved. 

ON R Divine Author, God bleſſed for ever, who alone is endowed 
with boundleſs Goodneſs, is {only capable of gratifying all the Deſires 
of Men, and filling up all the Compaſs of the Soul : And as his Goodneſs 
is real, ſuitable and commenſurate to our Wiſhes and Capacities, ſo is 
it permanent and unchangeable, and admits no Diminution, Interrup- 
tion or Ceſſation: And as it is laſting and immortal as our Souls, ſo 
is it pure and unblemiſhed by any foreign or noxious Mixture, and 
therefore will fully anſwer the Expettations of the Poſſeſſor. But on 


the other Hand, the Powers, Profits, and Pleaſures of this Life, are empty 


Iluſions, beautiful Vapours and unſubſtantial Appearances, that cheat 
our Imaginations, diſappoint our Hopes, and often fill us with Shame 
and Regret. If we will be inſtructed by our own, or convinced by 
the Experience of Mankind in all Countries and Ages, we may look on 
it as certain, that no worldly Enjoyments here can afford the Mind 
of Man any rational, fincere and ſolid Satisfaction; and it is moſt evi- 
dent that hereafter they are intirely uſeleſs: They cannot relieve our 
Fears, and ſupport our Spirits in the Pangs of Death, or go down 
with us to the Grave, and accompany us in our Paſſage into the com- 
ing unſeen World; they cannot open to us the Door of Heaven, and in- 
troduce us into the glorious Aſſembly of Saints and Angels, bleſs us 
Part II. E with 
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with the Fruition of the Divine Being, and fin our Souls with ineffa- 


ble, pure and immortal Joys; nor can they reconcile our offended om- 
nipotent Judge, or diſarm him of his Vengeance, or comfort us in the 


Courts of Death, where are conſtant Howlings of Grief, and Yelling 
of Deſpair, weeping and wailing and- gnaſhing of Teeth. Since there- 


fore they cannot ſerve and ſtand by us ia any of theſe important Cales, it 


is evident that the Obje& of the worldly Man's ardent Aﬀettions and 
eager Purſuits 18 really an idle, uſeleſs and inſignificant Thing. And as 
the Profits and Pleaſures here below are by no Means ſubſtantial and 
ſolid Satisfactions, ſo neither are they durable and permanent; they 
themſelves do often take Wings and fly away, and often with Change 
of Age we change our Taſte, and tho' the Object remains, our Reliſh 
of it is gone; and as often through the Fickleneſs and capricious In- 
conſtancy of our Temper, that is tired with Familiarity, and always 


purſues Variety of Enjoyments, we grow weary of that which not long 
before we eſteemed our Happineſs. 


B UT could we always enjoy the Things of this World with unin- 


termitting Pleaſure thro' all the Stages of Life, yet how "ſoon will 
thoſe be paſſed over? How ſwift are the Wings of Time? How faſt 


do our Years run their Race, and how ſoon will the Grave receive and 
mut her Mouth upon her expected Gueſt ? And how can ſuch ſhort. 
lived, fugitive Things be a proper and ſuitable Good for an immorta! 


Being, which he muſt part with in ſo ſhort a Time, and ſhall enjoy 
them no more to all the Ages of Eternity? Nor could a Man ever dream 
of Felicity in the Fruition of worldly Objects, if he reflected how un- 
ſuitable and diſproportioned they are to a conſcious intellectual Nature, 
whoſe noble Faculties and Capacities demand higher and more ex- 
cellent Pleaſures, than thoſe which ariſe from the Fruition of Wealth 
and Power, and the Gratification of Corporeal Inclinations. 
BESIDES, the Objects of Senſe are not equal or proportioned to 
our Wants, nor ſufficient to make the Poſſeſſor happy. If they pleaſe 
ſome few of our Deſires, and give us ſome leſs valuable Satisfactions, 
they leave many Appetites unprovided for, and many great Sufferings 
unremoved. How many, who enjoy a plentiful Fortune, Popularity 
and Power, and are eſteemed and envied by their Neighbours as hap- 


py Men, are notwithitanding by their own querulous and uneaſie Tem- 


per, 
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per, or their inward guilty Fears, by the Diſobedience and ill Courſes 
of bad Children, or the untimely Death of good ones, and by a 
thouſand Domeſtick Stings and Thorns concealed from the Obſerya- 
tion of others, juſtly numbered among the Miſerable? And were their 
ſecret Sutferings and Anxieties diſcloſed to the World, ney would, far 


from being envied, become the Object of Pity. 


I T is therefore moſt certain, that the Poſſeſſions of this World, let 
them be ever ſo great and many, will fall infinitely ſhort of giving us 
compleat and laſting Satisfaction; and whoſdever ſets his Heart and Af 


fections on theſe low and tranſient Things, and chuſes and purſues them 


as his chief Good, will find himſelf fatally deluded and diſappointed. 
AND now, Sir, let the following Expoſtulations have their due 
Weight and Influence on your Mind. Conſider that God has an un- 
conteſted Claim to your Affections, as he is your Divine Author, and 
as he is endow'd with the moſt amiable Perfections and is the ſole Feli- 
city of a Reaſonable Creature. If you refuſe to love your Maker, 
whom you were made to love, what will you do with your Intellectu- 
al Faculties? On what other Objects, as an equal and ſuitable Good» 
can you exerciſe and employ them? If you love not the Divine Be. 
ing, why do you deſire the Continuance of an unprofitable and uſeleſs 
Exiſtence? Surely there is ſome End appropriated to a humane Being, 
ſomething that his excellent Capacities were deſigned for; and what is 


it, which Reaſon can ſuggeſt, unleſs it be this Divine Life of loving 


and enjoying his Creator? There is nothing beſides, that is worth 
his living for: Were it not for this, Men need not deſire their Reaſon- 
able Souls or elevated Faculties any longer, as having no Uſe or Em- 
ployment for them ; and in this View their Continuance here becoming 


. Wholly idle and impertinent, theysſhould chuſe rather to Die and give 
up their Being, than to live uneaſie and in Pain for Want of ſuitable 


Exerciſe and Employment; and much more defirable were it not to Be, 


than to oppoſe and obſtruct theEnd in Relation to which all the Goodneſs 
and Uſefulneſs of their Being does conſiſt. Not to love our Divine Au- 


thor, is to hate him, and become his Enemy; and can any Thing be more 


deteſtable? Should any Man deſire to be ſuch a deformed and monſtrous 


Creature, and were it not better to have no Soul, than one ſo impure 
and odious, ſo unlike and bleſt Inhabitants of Heaven, and ſo much re- 


ſem- 
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ſembling the malignant infernal Spirits? If the Sun, inſtead of illumi- 
nating, ſhould cover the World with Darkneſs; or the Earth, inſtead of 
wholſome Herbs, Fruits and Flowers, ſhould only bring forth poiſon- 
ous Plants, and inſtead of innocent and profitable Herbs, ſhould nou- 
riſh only venomous and ravening Beafts, what a diſmal Place would 
this World become ? What Amazement and Horror does the bare ima- 
ginary Repreſentation of ſuch Diſorder and Confuſion raiſe within us? 
Why then do not degenerate and flagitious Men ftart back upon them- 
ſelves, and recoil affrighted, when you reflect upon their foul Deformi. 
ty? For while they do not love and obey the Divine Being, they reſiſt 
and oppoſe the End of their Creation, as much as it is poſſible for the 
Creatures before named to do, and muſt therefore become hateful and 
monſtrous, the juſt Objects of Wonder and Deteſtation. 

HOW miſerable is the State of thoſe Men, who are eſtranged from 


their Divine Author, and find their Affections alienated from the Foun- 


tain of all Felicity? Were it not better to lie putrifying in the Grave, 
than to have a Body animated by ſuch an impure and odious Mind ? 
Surely this State is worſe than Death, and the King of Terrors is a 
harmleſs Thing compared with ſuch a Miſery as this. What a Heaven 
of Pleaſure do theſe Men loſe? What Tranſports of Delight might 
they, if they pleaſed, poſſeſs; that is, if they would devote their Hearts 
to the Supream Being, which were made to love him? Ineſtimable 
Loſs, that all the Glories and Treaſures of the World are never able to 
recompence ! Prodigious Stupidity! How can any Men pleaſe them. 
ſelves in ſo ſad a Condition, while they pervert their Faculties from their 


proper End ? What Weight has preſſed down their Minds, and what 


Violence turned the Inclinations of ſuch ſpiritual Beings from aſcend- 
ing to Heaven? What ſecret Chains have fettered them to the Earth 
when their Place of Reſt is evidently Above? Whence comes it that 
they do not ſtruggle and contend to diſengage themſelves from all Im. 
pediments, that they may riſe to the Seats above, their Home and Cen- 
ter? How wonderful is it that after they are fully convinced that they 
are certainly miſplaced, and that nothing below is worthy of their Love 
and Delight, that they do not quit the Earth with Scora and Dildain, 
and aſcend to the Regions of Peace and Light with the- moſt vigorous 
Efforts of Affection and Deſire? Theſe Minds have been Strangers ſo 


long 
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long, * * have forgotten their Home; they Have ſo long embraced 


and grovell'd on the Earth, that they have imbibed an earthly Tinc- 


, 


ture; and have been fo muck inur'd to corporeal Pleaſures, that they 
are grown altogether ſenſual: They have been ſo long debaſed to ſer- 
vile and vile Employments, that they remember not their Divine Ori- 
ginal, and the Delights and Dignity to which they are born. The Great- 
neſs and Generoſity of their Nature is loſt, and they are fallen in Love 
with Chains and Slavery, and the baſe Tasks to which they have been ſo 


long proſtituted. Strange that they cannot be perſwaded to quit their 


Priſons, and exchange the coarſe and unworthy Satisfactions of Senſe, 
for the pure and raviſhing Joys of the Bleſſed in Heaven. 

Y © U ſhould pity, Sir, the unhappy State of theſe Men, and ſtrive 
Day and Night to be Kliveted from ſo {ad a Condition; you ſhould al- 


ways labour not only to keep alive, but to ſtrengthen and improve the 
Principle of Divine Love in your Heart; andin Order to this, entertain 


your ſelf ſometimes with this Soliloquy. 

IT is with Shame and Remorſe that I reflect how: 8 1 have re- 
preſented to my Mind, in the moſt lively and moving Manner, the ex- 
cellent and moſt amiable Perfections of the Divine Being, I conti- 
nued ſo indifferent and unaffected! Is it not wonderful beyond Ex- 
preſſion, that after I have contemplated infinite Love and ineffable Good- 
neſs, I ſhould feel no more its attractive Force? I ſee this with Aſto- 
niſhment, and lament it with Sorrow and Confuſion; I upbraid and deteſt 
my ſelf for this Stupidity and Ingratitude, but cannot change my degene, 
rate Nature. I know that God is the moſt amiable Being in the World, 
that he is my only End and Felicity, and would fain love him with the 
whole Force and Inclination of my Miyd, but I camiot attain my Wiſh; 
the ſenſual Biaſs is too prevalent within to ſuffer ſuch a happy Condition, 
What ſhall I do to remove this Inſenſibility, and extirpate theſe corrupt 
Diſpoſitions, that ſo much obſtrutt my Improvement in Piety ? How 
ſhall I ſhake off this heavy Weight, and extinguiſh my evil Propen- 
ſions, that my Heart may know no other Flames than thoſe of Divine 
Love, and reliſh no other Delights but thoſe that flow from the Contem- 
plation of my great Creator? Give me this Delrre, and let others 
have all the Pleaſures that can be found on Earth; let me gain this 
Happineſs, and let thoſe have the World, who live" it for their Portion. 

Part II. FF BUT 


£ — cn Ao _ _ 


22 Lars of Religion. 


B UI it this deſirable Condition is not to be obtained on Earth, 
yet is it ſurely to be enjoyed in Heaven; and what this World denies, 
the other will certainly afford. If theſe Regions lie too low to receive 
Celeſtial Influences in ſuch a Meaſure as I want and with; if a Mind 
immerſed in a Mould of Earth, and obſtructed by the Remains of unmor- 
tified Corruption, is not capable of ſuch Divine Perfection; yet when it 
ſhall be diveſted of this Body of Fleſh and Sin together, and this Mor- 
tal ſhall put on Immortality, then ſhall my Happineſs be compleated, 
and this Spark of Love ſhall break out and ſpread into everlaſting Glo- 
ry. Then my Deſires ſhall be fully ſatisfied, when I love God perfe&- 
ly and for ever. The Preſence of the glorious Object will then ſuperſede 
the Uſe of theſe Arguments and Meditations, which are now ſo neceſ- 
ſary to excite my devout Paſſions ; I ſhall then more nearly contemplate 


the Divine Being, and ſee him as he is; as he is to thoſe, whom he has 


purchaſed to himſelf by the Death of his Son, and has received into 
his Kingdom to reign with him for ever. I ſhall then have no more unjuſt 


Ideas and harſh Apprehenſions of his Nature, while his Purity and 
Juſtice will be no leſs amiable than his Mercy and Benevolence ; nor 


will any uneaſie Senſe of Guilt or Fears of his Diſpleaſure check or 
interrupt the Operations of my Love. I ſhall be there where my Head 
and Saviour is, to behold his Glory, the higheſt Example and Argument 
of Love which the World ever knew, and I can eaſily believe that in his 
Preſence I ſhall not forbear to love him ; I ſhall be joined to the heaven- 
ly Choir of Saints and Angels, that are all pure Light and Love, and 
in this Senſe too are made a Flame of Fire; and in ſuch bleſſed Com- 
pany I can readily conceive my Heart will not be cold and unconcerned. 
I ſhall then have no Allurements of Senſe to entice or enſnare my Sou]; 
and if any worldly Delights could be preſented to me, I ſhould have no 
more Taſte and Reliſh of them; all theImpediments of my Love will 
be then removed, and all the Goodneſs and Glory of Heaven will be 
diſclos'd, to excite and entertain it for ever. 

TREO? | cannot yet enjoy this Bleſſedneſs, yet l may thirſt andylong 
after it. I may lay hold on it by my ardent Deſires and delightful 
Hopes, and from the Fore-thoughts of it may derive ſuch Comfort and 
Satisfaction, as will ſweeten my Life, and ſupport me under all the 
Difficulties and Hardſhips to which I am here expoſed. When a few 


more 


a K 
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more Days are gene, all my Pains and Sufferings will be removed, and 
I ſhall be admitted into the pure and glorious Aſſembly of the Bleſt, 
where I ſhall poſſeſs my Felicity, and adhere to infinite Goodneſs with 
inſeparable Embraces. How faſt do the fleeting Hours paſs away, as if 
they comply'd with my impatient Deſires, and made hafte to give me the 
Happineſs I long for? Patience hold, it is but a little Time and ! ſhall 
certainly attain what I earneſtly ſeek, the perfect Love and Frunon of 
Eternal Good. 

IN the mean Time, let me live as a Stranger bikes ; let me look up to 
Heaven, and long to be received into the Habitations of Joy and Bliſs ; 


let my Thoughts, my Hopes, and Converſation be Above, and let _ | 


feel the conſtant Efforts of Divine Love, always tending and ſtriving up- 


wards. The Unkindneſs of this World will be uſeful to quicken my 


Deſires, and make me haſten my Preparations; but if it entices me with 


its Smiles, which are far more dangerous than its Frowns, may I 8 5 


its flattering Courtſhip, and deſpiſe all its treacherous Favours. Tho' 

cannot reach that perfect Happineſs which I deſire, yet let me take my 
Farewel of theſe tranſient worldly Delights; let me diſengage my Af- 
fe&ions from ſenſual Objects, that are apt to indiſpoſe and unfit me for 
this heavenly Exerciſe of loving God, and weaken my Reliſh of ſpiritu- 


al Pleaſures. Tho' I know that the Corruptions of the Mind, as well! 


as the Fabrick and Temperament of the Body, will not bear the higheſt 
and moſt refined Operations of this Celeſtial Principle, yet will they 
bear far greater than mine; let me therefore uſe my utmoſt Care and 
Diligence to raiſe it to as high a Degree as this mortal and imperfect 
State will admit: And to that End, let me diligently uſe the moſt pro- 
per and moſt powerful Incentives; let me approach my Divine Author 
in his holy Ordinances, and with a Heart prepared by hungring and ear- 
neſt Deſires, frequent the Places where the Graces and Influences of his 
Spirit are diſpenſed in the greateſt Abundance. May I dwell in the con- 
ſtant Contemplation of his Goodneſs and Mercy, and view all the 
Riches and Treaſures of his Love, with a fix'd and ſteady Obſervation. 
It will be impoſſible to know u, and not to love him; to contemplate 
always his amiable Excellencies, and not feel ſome ſuitable Impreſſions. 


The moſt fixed and hardeſt Metals diſſolve in a conſtant Fire, and the 


continual nn of a lovely Object, will not fail to wear off any unjuſt 
| ant 
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. and preconceived Averſion. Acquaintance and Familiarity with our 
Friends preſerve and encreaſe our Affection, which Diſtance and Eſtran- 
gedneſs too often weaken or quite extinguiſh. To be always near the 
Fountain of Good, and conftantly to conſider his gracious Nature and 
glorious Attributes, will ſurely be.an efficacious Means to excite my 


Love; only the blind or too remote can eſcape the Force and Influence 
of divine and infinite Perfection. 


BESIDES, Sir, you ſhould inceſſantly implore the Aid and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of Love; that he would deſcend from Heaven 1 
on You, as on the Apoſtles e in Fire, and enter your Heart like 7 
a ruſhing Wind, to blow up your kindling Affection, til} it becomes 
a bright and vigorous Flame. That he would conſtantly dwell within 
you, to ſubdue all ſenſual and irregular Appetites; inſpire you with 
this divine Paſſion, reinforce your pious Reſolutions, awaken you when 
you grow careleſs, and animate and guide you by his holy Motions. 
Pray earneſtly that his ſacred Influence may never deſert you, with- 
out which you can no more exert the Operations of Divine Love, than 
your Body can live when your Soul is gone, or the Earth bring forth 
Fruit without the Heat of the Sun. 

AND now, Sir, in Anſwer to that Part of your Letter, in which you 
complain of your Unhappineſs in Reſpett of your Neighbouring Gentle- 
men, who, as you ſay, are generally immoral or prophane, which is 
likewiſe, as I am informed, the ſad Condition of moſt Countries, where 
Perſons of Birth and Eſtates, and what is more ſurprizing and deplora- 
ble, many of the Magiſtrates themſelves, are over-run with Vice and Im- 
Piety ; and with how ill a Grace muſt Men in Power condemn Crimi- 
nals for breaking the Laws of God or Man, when by ſo doing they in- 
volve themſelves in the ſame Condemnation, and puniſh their Neighbours 
for the Crimes of which themſelves are notoriouſly guilty ? This, I ſay, 
is a very melancholy Reflection, and is an undeniable Argument of the 
prodigious Decay of Religion, and Sobriety of Life, in this Nation. This 
ſhews that our Vertue is laid waſte and deſolate z and ſuch an univerſal 
Degeneracy and Corruption of Manners, ſuch Content Hatred and 

Deriſion of Piety and pious Men, muſt expole us to divine Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure, till the Almighty, who has interpoſed by a long Train of 
Miracles of Providence, to preſerve our Kingdom, enough to aſtoniſh * 


all 
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all that reflect upon them, and to convince the moſt atheiſtical Men 
that ſurely there is a God that governs the World, is at laſt provoked 
to forſake an ungrateful and obdurate People, and give them up as incorri- 
gible, to the terrible Conſequences and Effects of their flagrant Vices and 


prophane Defiance of Heaven; of their unchriſtian Diviſions, Strife 
and Contention ; their inſatiable Avarire, Pride and Ambition, which 


muſt unavoidably at length bring Deſtruction on a .profligate People; 
who, inſtead of being reclaimed and amended by wonderful 


| Mercies, and repeated Deliverances, ſhall ſcoff at Religion, deride 
the Juftice, abuſe the Goodneſs, and trifle with the Patience of 


their great Creator. But to return to your particular Caſe ; you com- 
plain that you are ſurrounded with diſſolute and irreligious Gentlemen; 


and that therefore you cannot enjoy the Converſation of your Equals, 


but to your great Coft. I adviſe you therefore to frequent the Company 


of ſincere Chriſtians, tho? much inferior to your ſelf in Birth, Education 
and Poſſeſſions; it is very probable you may find ſome of this Character 
among the meaner Sort of People, who have a good Underſtanding, and 


are warm, ſerious and confirmed Chriſtians. Value, Sir, love and em- 
brace ſuch Perſons; for believe it, the moral Image of God upon them, 
and the Marks of ſincere Goodneſs, enoble and diſtinguiſn this lower 
Rank of Men, more than Diadems, Stars and Garters can exalt the 


Poſſeſſors of them. What are Power, Pomp and Wealth compared with 


Celeſtial Piety? This is an infinitely more valuable Honour, thanthat 
of Titles, and all the Enſigns of worldly Greatneſs. Will you not careſs 
and take into your Boſom thoſe, whom Abraham will receive into his? 
The Saints were the excellent of the Earth, whom the great and good 


King David made his Delight, and ſuch are more frequently found in 


mean Habitations, and in a private humble State of Life, than in ſplen- 


did Palaces and the Aſſemblies of the Rich and Mighty. In Imitation 
of him, take Pleaſure in the Company of pious and upright Men, tho“ 
of mean Condition; viſit them with Courteſy and Kindneſs, invite them 
to yourfHouſe, and ſometimes receive them at your Table. And can 


your Self-denial and Condeſcention be cenſured in doing fo, when you 


only entertain and grow familiar with thoſe, who when all worldly - 
Diſtinctions ceaſe, which ſoon they will in another Life, theſe obſcure, . 
but honeſt and pious Men, tho now neglected, may equal, and perhaps 
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ſurpaſs your ſelf, and many other Profeſſors of Religion of great Chara 
Qer, in Blils and immortal Glory. Nor will you only by this Means eſ- 
cape the diſpleaſing and noxious Converſation of the looſe and profligate, 
as well as that of the worldly and avaricious; but the Company of 
ſome of theſe Men of inferior Fortunes, tho” perhaps of ſuperior Good- 
neſs, may be conducive to your Growth in Piety, and Improvement in 
Divine Love. But however, may you never delight in thoſe Men, whoſe 
worldly and evil Converſation inſenſibly ſteals your Heart from Heaven 
damps your Divine Paſſions, and infects you with their own Lifeleſs and 
Lethargick Diſpoſition. It is not probable that you ſhould love God, 
while you pleaſe your ſelf with the Company of his Enemies; what 
Aſſiſtance are you likely to receive from Diſcourſes of Wealth and Ho- 
nour, Houſes and Lands, Plays and Paſtimes, to awaken your drowſie 
Heart, and inflame it with Love to God? Reflect how often your better 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, procured with great Pains and Diffi- 
culty, has been utterly broken in the Aſſemblies of ſuch Perſons ; and 
how you have returned with Shame to lament and repair your great 
Loſs: How much ſweeter is it to live in Silence and Solitude, than to 
purchaſe the Pleaſures of Converſation at ſo dear a Rate ? 

I N Proſecution, Sir, of the Province you have ſet me, I have thus pro- 
ceeded in making ſuch further practical Reflections, as ſeem to me na- 
turally to ariſe from this Divine Subject. You will obſerve in this Diſ- 
courſe, that! have not entered into any accurate andPhiloſophical Exami- 
nation of the Nature of the Paſſions; I have given no Definition of Love, 
Deſire or Joy, and I muſt own I have induſtriouſly declined it; and 
my Reaſon is, thati Love, Deſire, Joy, like Light, Moiſture, Hunger, 
&c. are better known by their bare Sound, than by the moſt learn- 
ed Definition; that is, we have in our Minds as full, clear and diſtinct 
Ideas of what is meant by thoſe Words, when we hear them named 
alone, as when they are explained, and defined in the moſt Scholaſtick 
Manner; and it being my Purpoſe rather to excite Divine Love, 
than to define it, I have avoided thoſe Speculations, that I judg- 
ed would rather embarraſs the Diſcourſe, than promote the Deſign 
of it. 1 make no Apology for the Repetitions, fnor or the Redun- 
dancy ariſing from different Turns and new Forms of Expreſſion; when 
we would excite the Aﬀettions, and warm the Heart, Luxuriancy is to 


be 


J 


be preferred before Corre&neſs and laboured Accuracy, which render 
the Stile ſo cold and dry, that it is unable to raiſe any Emotion, to 
touch the Paſſions, and go Home to the Heart. If I have not already 
quite tired you, I ſhall ſpeedily ſend you another Letter on this Divine 
Subject. 5 ä | 
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1 am, SIR, 
With the greateſt Reſpeft, 
Tour Humble Servant, 


THEOPHILUS, 
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Trrorenilus to EvuGegnio, 


Ez EF O RE I ſend you my farther practical Conſidera- 
tions upon Divine Love, I thought it proper to com- 
municate to you the following Explanation of its 
Nature, to prevent ſome Miſtakes about it. I muſt 
deſire you to diſtinguiſh between that ſuperior Love» 
which 1s ſeated in the Will or rational Appetite, and 


that which is inferior, and properly paſſionate, When the Bent and 


Inclination of the Will, the commanding Faculty of the Soul, determined 
by an illuminated Underſtanding, that repreſents the Divine Being as 
the beſt and moſt amiable Object, chuſes and adheres to him as ſuch ; 


this, in the higheſt Senſe, is to be acknowledged Divine Love. By this 


it is, that a good Man prefers the Favour of God, and the Fruition of 
Him for ever, before all other Enjoyments; and by this he makes his 
Creator his chief Happineſs ; and having now choſen Him for his Portion 


and final Felicity, he engages ſincerely in the Practice of Religion and 


Virtue, which he is convinced is the only Means to procure his ultimate 
End, that is, the Enjoyment of his Author, in the full Purity and Per- 


fection of human Nature. This is the Divine Love, that refines and 


ennobles the Mind, that governs the TO of the Soul, guides the 
Life, 
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Life, and denominates a Man truly Religious: This Love. te- God, chat 
reſides in the upper Faculties of the Soul, and is indeed che Prinelple of 
moral Goodneſs, the divine Life, and the new Nature of regenerate 
Man, is intellectual, ſedate, and in it ſelf abſtracted from corporeal Emo- 
tions, and vehement Agitations of the Spirits; but then it 15 as true, 
that when it exerts-itſelf in a great Degree, it will certainly produce that 
inferior Love, that is ſeated among the Paſſions: For ſuch is our Con- 
ſtitution; ſuch is the natural Order of our Faculties, and Springs of 
Operation, that whenever the ſuperior and commanding Powers of the 
Soul are exerciſed in a high Meaſure, they muſt unavoidably put in Mo- 
tion the corporeal Appetites. | 
IF the Underſtanding repreſents, in a full and ſtrong Light, the good 
and amiable Nature of any Obje&, and upon that the Will chuſes and 
moves to it, with a Force proportionable to the beautiful and attractive 
Image given of it; this muſt of Neceſlity ſtir and agitate the Paſſions of 
Love, Joy, Deſire, and Hope, if the Obje& be repreſented as attainable : 
For inſtance, If the Underſtanding offers to the Will of an avaricious 
Man, a great Treaſure, as within his Reach, and eaſily to be procured, 
it is not poſſible, but that the Paſſions of Love, Deſire, and Joy ſhould | 
be excited; and it is the ſame when great 18 and Power are offer d 
to the Choice of the Ambitious, or raviſhing Scenes of Pleaſure to the 
voluptuous Man; for while the Mind receives warm and lively Impreſ- 
ſions from that Idea of Good, which is drawn by the Imagination in the 
moſt alluring and inviting Shape, the Spirits in the Brain, by whoſe 
Mediation thoſe Images are formed, are moved in ſuch a lively and active 
Manner, that their Motion is propagated down from the Head to the 
Heart, and produces there the Paſſions before mentioned. But not with- 
ſtanding, theſe pious Paſſions are a conſiderable Duty, when thus duly 
raiſed and employed upon ſpiritual and divine Objects, and ſhould {till 
be cheriſhed and encouraged, when under the Guidance of the ſuperior 
Faculties, the Underſtanding and Will; yet they muſt not be miſtaken 
for true eſſential Goodneſs, I mean, that higher rational Love to God 

above-mention'd. 
IT happens very often, that the younger, and leſs experienced Chriſ- 
tian, eſpecially when he firſt engags in a Courſe of Religion and Virtue, 
feels 
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feels. ſtronger Perturbations, and warmer Affections, than the old, ſet- 
tled, and confirmed Practicer of Piety; whom, perhaps, he exceeds in 
devout Paſſion, as much as the other ſurpaſſes him in the rational Love 
of God, which is ſteady, calm, and ſedate, as the other is vehement, 


ſenſible, and uneven. It is the firſt that denominates a true Chriſtian, . 


and does often ſubſiſt, when abſtracted from, or little attended with paſ- 
ſionate Emotions; but devout and lively Paſſions can by no Means con- 
ſtitute true Piety without the former. But not ſufficiently inſtructed in 
this important Diſtinction, new Converts to a pious Life are apt to run 
into a great Error; that is, that ſuperior Virtue is attended with con- 
ftant devout Paſſions ; ; and in this they place Religion in an unwarran- 
table Degree. The Principles of Divine Love, which, as ſaid, is the 
moral Rectitude and Perfection of the Will or rational Appetite, tho? of- 
ten diſpaſſionate in confirmed and experienced Chriſtians, , preſerves a 
greater Sincerity of Heart, and a more conſtant and equal Purity of Life, 

than is ſeen, among new Converts at their moſt early ſetting out, thpugh, 

they then feel great Ardour and Affection: For, as their good Paſſions 
are then quickly raiſed, ſo likewiſe are their bad ones, which makes a 
great Viciſſitude and Inconſtancy in their 'Temper of Mind, and a great 
Deformity and Inequality in their Lives. It is therefore from their Ig- 
norance of the Nature of Divine Love, or their Inattention to their own 
Lights, that when the unconfirmed Chriſtian does afterward, by Degrees 
and Cuſtom, find an Abatement of his firſt Fer vour and lively Diſpoſition 
of Mind, in the Exerciſe. of pious Duties, Prayer, Meditation, Chriſ- 
tian Converſation, and participating of the Holy Sacrament, he is ready 
to condemn himſelf for decay of Piety, Love to God, and Zeal tor Reli- 


gion, which is a Concluſion by no Means to be juſtified. The ſtrongeſt 
and moſt approved Chriſtian is he, that is with the greateſt Difficulty 


prevailed upon to do any evil Action, and is the moſt conſtant in Per- 
formance of all religious Duties, though he does not perceive thoſe warm 
Affections which he once felt. ”Tis certain that Chriſtian loves God in 
the molt eminent Degree, who keeps his Commands with the feweſt De- 
viations and Relapſes. If therefore, in the Progreſs of your Chriſtian 
Courſe, you ſhould find, that your firſt paſſionate Fire and Emotions are 
diminiſhed, beware that for that Reaſon you do not condemn your (clt 
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ſor going backward in Religion: For if you grow more able to reſiſt 
Temptations, and are conſtant and ſteady in your virtuous Actions and 
religious Duties, tho? with leſs ſenſible Fervour; and if, notwithſtanding 
you find ſome 'Deadnelſs and Indiſpoſition to pious Exetciſes, you perſe- 
vere in the Performance of them; and tho? your good Paſſions are not fo 
ſtrong and active as before, yet however your bad ones are weaker, and 
much more governablez you may be certain that you have not loſt, but 
are a great Gainer by this Alteration ; and you may draw great Comfort 
and ſolid Satisfaction to your Mind from this unerring Rule, that he is 
the ſtrongeſt Chriſtian, and trueſt Lover of God, who expreſles the _ 
eſt Unwillingneſs to break his Laws. 

YOU will ay, perhaps, if this be right Reaſoning, then to what Pur- 
poſe is it, that any other Conſiderations to excite Divine Love ſhould be 
urged upon Men, than thoſe which repreſent our bleſt Creator as the 
moſt amiable Object, and are proper to convince them, that he alone is 


their chief End and Felicity? For the ſuperior Faculties bein g thus ad- 


dreſs'd to, if they receive ſuitable and juſt Impreſſions, the inferior Paſ- 
ſions will be inſignificant ; or if they are uſeful in a lower Degree, yet 
will they be moved of Courſe, by the Commanding Powers of the Soul. 


'To this I anſwer, 'That the Paſſions which, as I have ſaid, ariſe from a 


vehement ruſhing of the Spirits from the Imagination to the Heart, and 


the various Agitations of the Blood that paſſes through it, are natural, and 


reſult from the Conſtitution of Man, that is, the vital Union of his Soul 
and Body; and therefore cannot be vain and inſignificant. On the con- 
trary, they are of great Uſe, and indeed neceſſary, when under the Con- 


duct of a well informed and regular Judgment, and are far from being 
the Piſtempers and Deformity of the Soul, as ſome conceited Philoſophers 
have abſurdly imagined. I deſire you to obſerve, that as ſometimes the 


Motions of the Soul are begun in the upper commanding Powers, and 
thence propagated downwards to the lower Appetites; ſo very often the 


firſt Motion is felt in the Paſſions, and by them ir is tranſmitted to the 


higher Faculties: For the Mind is each way equally moved, either by in- 


tellectual Ideas formed immediately in the Imagination, or by the Im- 


preſſions of corporeal Objects made upon the Senſes, which excite thoſe 
Paſſions, that riſing upward affect the Soul: Hence you will remark, that 


when 
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but they addreſs themſelves to the Paſſions of their People, their Hopes 
and Fears, by promiſed Rewards and threatned Puniſhments; And the 


Divine Law-giver did the ſame to Adam, in his State of Innocence, In 


the Day thou eateft thou ſhalt ſurely die; which Application to his Fears 
and implanted Principle of Self- Preſcrvatios, was intended to ſecure his 
Obedience ; hence it will evidently appear, that the Soul is often carry'd 
to vertuous Actions by the vehement Impulſe of the Paſſions, eſpecially in 
this degenerate State, where Reaſon is depoſed from the Government of 


the Man, while inordinate Appetites and corporeal Inclinations make 


Head againſt the Power of the upper Faculties, ſway .and impel the 
Soul, and expreſs the Marks of Dominion over it. And in this Condi- 


tion, the moſt frequent Way of coming at the Mind, and to make there 


the firſt Impreſſions of Religion, is by the Mediation of the Paſſions. 


Reaſon is in this corrupt State reduced to a low Ebb, and has loſt its 


Command over the inferior Appetites, which lord it over the Hearts and 
Lives of Men; the Paſſions mult therefore be addreſs'd to, and brought 
over, in order to gain the Will. 'The Minds of Men are generally e- 
ſtranged and alienated from the bleſt Author of their Being, the only 


Object of their Happineſs, and ſo depraved and blind, that they cannot 


ſee the amiable Goodneſs of Religion, and the heav'nly Beauties of Ho- 
lineſs, the true Dignity and Perfection of their Nature; whence it comes 


to paſs, that to awaken and recover them from their Lethargick and 


Death-like Stupidity, and bring them to a due Senſe of their Duty, and 
Concern for their greateſt Intereſt, it is neceſſary to urge upon them ſuch 


Arguments as are proper to work upon their inbred and inſeparable Prin- 


ciple of Self- Preſervation, and to lay before them the eminent Danger 


they are in, of ſuffering the unſpeakable Wrath of God, if they continue 


impenitent in their Guilt ; that by this Means, their Fears may be excit- 
ed, and thoſe Fears may make them cry out, What ſhall we. do to be 
ſaved ® And when they are inſtru&ed and convinced, that there is no 
Way in the World to eſcape the dreadful Puniſhments that are denoun- 
ced againſt contumacious Sinners, but Faith, ſincere Repenrance and 


Reformation, they may as the Goſpel require, ſtedfaſtly believe in Chriſt, 


confeſs 


| when Civil Governors publiſh their Laws, they do not enforce them with 
| Reaſons that ſhould demonſtrate the Duty of Subjects to pay Obedience, 
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confeſs their Offences | with due Contrition, and effectually reſolve to 
amend their Lives, that they may not be condemned to everlaſting Mi- 
ſery, otherwiſe unavoidable. And this, I believe, while accompanied 
with the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Sanctification, is the ordinary Me- 
thod of bringing ſinful Men to a due Senſe of their Condition, and reco- 


vering them from their unregenerate State: But then it is as true, that 


after they have enter d upon the Practice of Religion and Virtue, from 
the Motive of Fear, and the Principle of Self-Preſervation, the new Con- 
verts, when they are accuſtomed to a virtuous Life, and grow, acquaint- 
ed with Picty and moral Goodneſs do by degrees begin to taſte the 
Sweetneſs, and ſee the intrinſick Beauty of Religion. They now find it 
agreeable to Reaſon and a well-diſpoſed Mind, and feel Satisfaction and 
Pleaſure ariſing from it, till at length, from liking and approving, they 


| eſteem and love it, not only as a Means to deliver them from their Fears, 


but as they perceive its amiable Qualities, reliſh its Goodneſs, and are 
convinced that it is the Dignity and Perfe&ion of their Nature; that it 
makes them reſemble their Divine Author, the ſole Object of their Hap- 
pineſs, and qualifies them for the Fruition of him for ever. 

THUS by gradual Practice, the religious Diſpoſitions of Men, that 
proceeded from the Motives of Fear, are refined and exalted to a Habit 
of Divine Love, even that Love which is the moral Rectitude of the 
Win, or rational Appetite, that dignifies and ennobles the Mind, and 
places the Poſſeſſor of it amongſt Chriſtians of the fitſt Rank. This, as 


I have ſaid, I look upon as the ordinary Riſe and Progreſs of true Reli- 


gion in the Mind of Man, which is begun by Fear, and finiſhed by 
Love; and that Fear of Puniſhment is a proper Argument to be uſed to 
ſtartle and affright the Sinner, that he may ſee his Danger, and for his 
own Preſervation, endeavour to avoid it, by entering upon the PraRice 
of Virtue and Piety, though as yct he does not taſte their intrinſick 
Goodneſs, is evident from this, that the inſpired Prophets, our Saviour 
himſelf, and his Apoſtles, eſpecially St. Paul, do, by ſetting before Men, 
in the moſt moving and pathetical Expreſſions, the Wrath and Judgments 
of God denounced againſt impenitent Criminals, endeavour, by exciting 
their Fears, to awaken and rouſe the ſtupid and unthoughtful People, 
and by that Means, to bring them to Repentance and Reformation, In- 

ſtances 
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ftances of this kind are numberleſs thivugh the: ſacred Scripture ; and 
though this religious Diſpoſition of new Converts, is far from being of 
the moſt pure and exalted kind, like that which proceeds from ſuch Di- 
vine Love as I have deſcribed before ; yet beware, Sr, of condemning it 


as ſpurious. and unacceptable to God ; Far froni that; from whatever 


Motives either Fear, Hope, or Love, any Man is induced, upon Chriſ- 
tian Principles, to confeſs his Sins with Sorrow, and to forſake them with 


29 


Sincerity, I ſhall always believe he is a good Man, and an Heir ef Sal- 
vation; and how happy would it be for Mankind, if any, or all of thoſe 


Motives put nn could OT". 1 far _ them, I _— | 
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of our religious. Correſpondence: : have peruſed it with great Satis- 
faction, aud foreſee that it will be very beneſicial in giving me juſt Senti- 
ments. of the Nature of divine Love, by,;ſcttling the great Diſtinction of 
chat Virtue, as ft is intellectual, and the Habit of the rational. Apperite, 
and as it is only. paſſionats and corporeal..: Convinced by your reaſoning; 
I Fen that the firſt, which is the ReQitude and Perfection of the 


Win, t ermined to rhe. Choice of ee Being as the Object of our 
doltier | | Happineſs, 
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Happineſs, maſt, be the Principle, that: conſtitutes ſincere Religion, deno- 
minates an eſtabliſhed Chriſtian, and entitles him to the Favour of God, 
and everlaſting Felicity; and I believe, as you affirm, that in this pious 
Diſpoſition, the ſuperior commanding Faculties of the Soul cannot exert 
their Operations in a high Degree, but their Force muſt be propagated 
farther 3 fer in ſuch Caſe the inferior Apperites and Paſſions, as by a 
Motion of Conſent, will unavoidably be excited, except, perhaps, in 
ſome cold and flegmatick Complexions; or in good Chriſtians, who by 
reaſon, of 8 * "wy are. e mur of ſach warm and active Emo- 


tions. 


AT the tne time I am 3 * your eee that in this 
our degenerate State it is neceſſary to apply, by proper Motives, to the 
Paſſions of Hope and Fear, and by awakening and putting them in Mo- 
tion to affect the Heart; by which Means divine Inſtruction may gain 
Admiſſion to the ſuperior nien and incline them to eſteem and chooſe 
the. Author of our Being as our chief End and Happineſs. For, as vehe- 

ment evil Paſſions often over-power the Underſtanding and Will, and hur- 

ry Mcn headlong to Vice and Impicty ; ; fo good Paſſions, when they are 
ſtrong and warm, will, in proportion, have the like Influence on the 
commanding Powers of the Soul. By the Terrors of the Lord, ſays St. 
Paul, we perfwade Men: Whence it appears that your Aſſertion is true 
and ſolid, that-the Converſion of a ſinful Man to a religious Life, owes 
its firſt Beginning to Fear of Puniſhment, tho” after a conſiderable Pro- 
greſs the Chriſtian is moved by more ſublime and noble Principles; thoſe | 
of Faith, Divine Love, Deſire, Joy, and the Hopes of the Fruition of 
their Maker in endleſs Joys. And now is Piety carried on by the Pleaſure 
that riſes from his own Taſte of the Goodneſs of Religion, which after 
long Acquaintance and Familiarity, grows up by Degrees to greater Ma- 
turity, becoes a ſecond Spiritual Nature, and is the Perfection of the 
leading Powers of the Soul, as you expreſs your (elf in your Letter, Upon 
theſe Reflections, I am determined to cultivate and improve the ſuperigr 
Divine Love, which is the habitual Bent and Tnclination of the "Will *to 
the. ſupream Being, as the moſt excellent and moſt amiable Object, and 
the ultimate beatiſick End of Man. And in order to this, I reſolve, 


Oe 5 to uſe thoſe proper Arguments; and prevalent N 
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which you have ſuggeſted to me. This I am convinced, will cheriſh and 
ſtrengthen the Root of fincere Virtue at the Heart, and make it bring 
forth heav'nly Fruit in the Life and Converſation. Nor ſhall I any longer 
place Religion ſo much in warm Affections and paſſionate Efforts, in the 
Performance of pious Duties, as in the moral Rectitude of the ſuperior 
governing Faculties: I ſhall nevertheleſs, always think it my Duty to 
maintain a fervent Zeal in the Practice of Religion, and take Pleaſure in 
devout Paſſions, while they keep their proper ſubordinate Place ; for then 
they quicken and animate Devotion, affect and warm the Heart, OP) blow 
up, and ſpread abroad the Fire of divine Love in the commanding Powers; 
and by this Means, I believe they muſt be highly uſeful and ſubſervient 
to the carrying on of virtuous Diſpoſitions to a more mature and perfe& 


State. Hence it is that I cannot agree with any modern Divines, who 


ſhall, with the Stoick Philoſophers, look upon the Paſſions as hurtful or 
uſeleſs, and therefore recommend Repentance without Sorrow and ſenſible 
Contrition, a broken Heart without Pain and 'Trouble, Devotion without 
ardent Affections, and think that the Contemplation of the glorious Per- 
fe&ions of God, and the Anticipation and Foretaſte of immortal Bliſs, 
ſhould be unaccompanied with any conſequent Joy, Delight, or ſenſible 
Perceptions in the Heart, which ſay they are corporeal Paſſions, and there- 
fore ſhould be diſmiſſed from Attendance on ſpiritual Duties. But this, as 
you urge, is directly contrary to the Tenour of the Scripture, where the 
inſpired Teachers every where apply themſelves to the Paſſions in the moſt 
moving Diction and vehement Turns of Expreſſion. I hope, Sr, I ſhall 
in a ſhort Time receive your further Sentiments 1 Divine Lore, in the 
ame practical Manner as before. | 


1 am, | 
SIR, | =__ 
| Tour moſt Humble Servant, 


EUGENIO. 
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IN 2 E I find: n your auser to mine, that my _ Diſcourſes on 

Divine Love have been aceeptable to you, I have here ſent you more 
of my practical Sentiments on that great Subject: If I begin to be tedi- 
ous, by drawing out my Diſcourſes to ſo great a Length, as 1 grow ap- 
prehenſive I ſhall be, the Candour of your Temper, as well as your Re- 
queſt, that I ſhould continue this Intercourſe, aſſure me, that you will 
pardon my well- meant Zeal in am this Province, what DefeRs ſoever 
you find in the Execution, | 

THA you may always enjoy the Benefit and Pleaſure of Divine Love, 

may it be your careful Endeavour, by conſtant and importunate Prayer, 
and ſerious and lively Meditations on the Nature, the Word and Works 
of God, to raiſe your Heart and Affections to him ; watch with unwea- 
ried Diligence, and ſuffer not the ſacred Fire to go out ; and to that End, 
always ſupply it with proper and neceſſary Fuel ; and when it ſinks and 
languiſhes, fly to the molt powerful Incentives to revive it. 

FOR this Purpoſe, among other Motives, contemplate the Divine 
Attributes, as diſplayed in the Work of our Redemption by Chriſt: 
When we were deprived of the Sight of God, and the Proſpect of Hea- 
yen when we fell from that high and happy Condition in which we were 
made, to a State as low and baſe as Sin and Folly could fink us; when 
we had loſt the Apprehenſion of the Divine Favour, and had contracted 
an Averſion to our Maker, our Life and Felicity; when we bad abandon'd 
our {elves to forbidden Pleaſures, and taken up with theſe mean and ſordid 
Enjoyments, inſtead of the divine Delights that proceed from a reciprocal 
Love between God and an innocent Mind, it pleaſed the Almighty, out 
of his boundleſs Goodneſs, to ſend his Son, the Son of his Love, into the 
World, who 1. aſide his _ and vailing his Divinity, tranſacted 


with 
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with Man the bleſſed Deſign! of his Recovery : He opened to us the Joys 
of Heaven, and diſcloſed the immenſe Treaſures of his Father's Love: 


His Life was one continued Miracle of doing good; his Doctrine was full 
of the glad Tidings of our Salvation; and his whole Aim was, by the 


moſt attractive Method, to win our Hearts to our great Creator: For 
this End he lived, and for this End he died, that he might ſatisfy the of- 
fended Juſtice of God, and ſecure the Honour of his Government, that ſo 
we might no longer look upon him as a diſpleaſed and angry Judge, but 


as a merciful Father reconciled. to us by the Merits and Interceſſion of 
his Son. 


INCOMPREHENSIBLE Love! Ineffable Compaſſion! the Joy or 


Admiration of Angels, and the Object of Man's eternal Praiſes! God ſo 


loved the World, that from his free Choice and Commiſeration he formed 
the aſtoniſhing Scheme of Man's Salvation. God ſo loved us, while mi- 
ſcrable Sinners, and ungrateful Rebels, that he gave his Son to die, that 
he might deliver us from everlaſting Death : He deſcended from Heaven, 
from the bliſsful Boſom of his Father, to ſave us from ſinking into Hell: 

He bore the Terrors and Indignation of the Almighty, that we might en · 
joy the Light of his Countenance, and the raviſhing Views of his recon- 
ciled Face : To cleanſe us from our Guilt and Pollution, he ſhed his own 
moſt precious Blood; and to raiſe us to Heaven, he humbled himſelf to 


the Habitations of the Dead. God fo loved us, that from his own com- 


paſſionate Motion he employed a long Series of ſtupendious Miracles of 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, to reinſtate us in the Poſſeſſion of our loſt 
Felicity, having decreed to glorify himſelf, by making us, of the moſt 
miſerable, the moſt happy Creatures. 

NOW, Sir, as by ſuch proper einten you ſhould endeavour to 
ſtrengthen this divine Habit, ſo you ſhould carefully remove all Impedi- 
ments that will obltru& the Op. cations of it; you muſt not therefore en- 
tertain and cheriſh any ſenſual forbidden "Pe or pollute your Soul with 
unhallowed Flames: God will not ſhare your Afﬀections with his Crea- 
tures, or accept an imperfect divided Heart. Unclean Paſſions bear a 
perfect Contrariety to divine Love; theſe are ſuch different Plants as can- 
not flouriſh together in the fame. Soil; for they will {till combate cach 
other, and one muſt certainly decay and wither.. Theſe Diſpoſitions are 

| D as 
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as incompatible in the Heart as Life and Poiſon, and it will be impoſ- 
ſible to give a peaceable Entertainment to them both. What Commu- 
nication is there between Light and Darkneſs > How can this pure and 
divine Fire dwell with foul and malignant Flames > You muſt therefore 


take your Farewel of all immoderate Aﬀection to the Delights of Senſe, 


and declare an irreconcilable and open Hoſtility to the World. You muſt 


be deaf, and inſenſible to thoſe Enjoyments that defile and debaſe the 


Mind, that it may be fit to be inſpired, and wholly poſſeſt by divine Love. 


YOU muſt take care to live an inoffenſive, humble Life, and to keep 


a Conſcience clear and undiſturbed : A guilty Soul has no Power or Will 
to love the Divine Being: If you tranſgreſs his Laws, you will look upon 


him as an offended and angry Judge; and while your conſcious Reflec- 
tions and ſecret Remorſe vex and diſquiet your Soul, you will be averſe 


to think of God, or to approach his Prefence ; but like our firſt Parents, 


you will ſtart and tremble at his Voice; you will be ready like them, to 
fly affrighted from his Face ; and inſtead of exerciſing Divine Love, 
will be covered with Shame and Confuſion. To keep a Conſcience void 


of Offence, is the only Way to preſerve an uninterrupted Peace and 
Tranquility within, and be able to look up to Heaven, and contemplate 


the Deity with Joy and Delight. How ſweet and pleaſurable a Life 
would it be, to have your Heart and Converſation, together with your 
Treaſure, in Heaven? How far, by this Means, would you be raiſed 
above theſe low uncomfortable Regions? How far remov'd from the 


threatning Clouds, that continually gather here below ? Secure by your 


Diſtance, you would without Terror hear the Storms and Tempeſts that 
always moleſt this dark and unquiet World. How much above the Ap- 


prchenſions and Taſte of Senſual Men, would be the Delights which you 
would always en joy? And how eaſily would you deſpiſe all the Tempta- 
tions of Senſe, and pity or deride the poor and low Condition of the 


Rich and Great? And now beſpeak your ſelf in Words like theſe : 
MA my chief, if not only Pleaſures, flow from this pure Fountain of 
divine Love, and 1 ſhall ask no other Happineſs. Let this be my Por- 
tion, and I am abundantly ſatisfied. Farewel, vain World, Riches, Hon- 
ours, Pleaſures, farewel: I want you not; I would not be encumbred and 
embarraſſed with ſuch an uneaſy and unprofitable Burden: I would not 


allow 


you 


—— 
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allow you any Share in my Affections; alas! what can you do to refine 
and perfect this immortal Soul > What Foundation can you lay for a ſo- 
lid and laſting Peace > Have you eternal and immenſe Goodneſs for me, 
i like God? Can you purify and exalt my corrupt and depraved Faculties, 

| and reſtore to me the loſt Beauty and Perfection of my Nature? Can you 
preſerve me from the greateſt Calamities here, or from a miſerable Eterni- 
ty hereafter ? Can I expect ſuch Things, which, however, are abſolutely 
neceſſary, from ſuch empty and periſhing Trifles? Moſt certainly I cannot. 
| What occaſion then have I for Riches, and Honour, and the Pleaſures of 
> this World? What is it that I ſhould deſire them for > What reaſonable 
End can I think of, why ſhould I place my Heart, and ſet my Affections 
upon them? Contemptible Vanities ! Can you be the Happineſs of a rea- 
ſonable and immortal Nature! Shall I abandon my (elf to the Love of a 
worthleſs Toy, court a Phantome, and be enamoured of an empty Cloud. 
CAN I longer forbear to love God, fo infinitely amiable, and when 
it is impoſſible to find any Object beſides, that can juſtly invite my E- 
ſteem, or deſerve my Afﬀections ? Is it not the higheſt Folly in the World, 
\ to heſitate and make a Difficulty, whether I ſhould yield up my Heart to 
| God, when there is nothing elſe but Sin and Vanity to attract it > Let 
me therefore love him with all my Soul, and Strength, and Might, and all 
inferior Satisfactions, only in Obedience and Relation to him. Let me 
value the temporal Bleſſings that I enjoy, as the Demonſtrations of his pa- 
ternal Care and Bounty, the Tokens of his Kindneſs, and the Means to 
ſupport me in this mortal State; may 1 thus love his Creatures, as tliey 
ſubſerve this divine End: and not deſtroy their Goodneſs by any idolatrous 
Separation of them from their due Subordination to God: and let me ne- 
ver remove them from their Order and Dependance, to ſet them in a 
higher Place than they deſerve, or beſtow upon them any Reſpe& or Af- 
fe&ion that do not ultimately terminate in the bleſt Creator. What good. 
Things ſoever J poſſeſs for Neceſſity or Delight, let them be ſo much re- 
- garded as they promote the Habit of divine Love, and excite the Opera- 
tions of it; and may my Eſteem be always proportionable to the Degree 
of ſuch their Uſefulneſs. May I therefore delight in my Friends, as their. 
Example, Counſel, Converſation or Bounty engage to aſſiſt my Love to God; 
and let my Health, and Life, and Being, be dear to me, that! may live to 
him in whom I Live, I Move, and have my Being. MAY 


Ls is 
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MAT all my A ions flow from this divine Principle; may this be 


the internal Spring, that ſets in Motion all the Capacities and Powers of 
Soul and Body: Let it reſide like Life in my Heart, and from thence dif- 


fuſe its Virtue and Influence through the whole Man, inſpiring my 
Thoughts, quickning my Deſires, and animating all my Ae that 
they may be acceptable to Gd. 

MAY this divine Principle reign ned thin me; and may 
all the inferior Faculties of the Mind acknowledge its Dae May no 
rebellious Appetite oppoſe its Government, nor any Thought, Inſtin& or 
Deſire, deny Subjection to its Dictates. May the Integrity of my Heart, 
and the Purity of my Life, declare the Power and Force which Divine 
Love maintains within me: May it influence my whole Converſation, and 
reach the minuteſt Actions of my Life; and when I do not ſenſibly feel 
its Operations, yet let my regular, conſient; and chearful Obedience, its 
molt natural and genuine Effect, ſhew that it is certainly alive; and may it 
{till increaſe in Power, and ſpread and enlarge its Empire over my Heart 
and Life, till it utterly breaks all ſinful Habits, and ſubdues the Strength 
of all evil Inclinations: By this means let it gain a compleat Conqueſt o- 
ver the Fleſh and the World, and triumph in the unmoleſted Poſſeſſion of my 
entire Soul. Let it not be enough for me to ſhew ſome weak and i imper- 
felt Signs of Love to God, but let me ſtrive to advance ir to a lively and 
active Degree. Why ſhould I be ſatisfied with Life that approaches fo 
near to Death? Why ſhould I be contented that my Love to God ſhould 
languiſh in ſuch a weak conſumptive State, when there are ſo many effica- 
cious Means at Hand to render it vigorous, ſtrong, and healthful ? Let it 
not be enough that ſome divine Rays penetrate the Clouds and thick Dark- 
"neſs, that have ſo long covered me, to give me a weak and doubtful Twi- 
light; but let me implore the Sun of Rightcouſneſs to break in upon my 
Mind, to ſcatter theſe Shades, and ſpread abroad a full prevailing Day. 
Let me labour with unwearied Diligence to raiſe my Heart and Affections 
more to Heaven, and to keep them more conſtantly there, that ſo I may 
poſſeſs my Soul in Peace and Tranquillity, bear all my Sufferings with Pa- 
tience and Submiſſion, and perform all the Duties of Religion with Pleaſure 
and Delight. 


IN the mean time, may I not forget to be thankful for that inferior 


Meaſure of Divine Love, that the facred * has kindled within me. 
— 
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Surely this is infinitely 'a greater Bleſſing, than if 1 had been born to a 
Kingdom, or was poſſeſt of all the "Treaſures and Glory of the World. 


Though my Condition, as to worldly Enjoyments, ſhould be mean and 
obſcure, yet ſhould I not be fully pleaſed, and in my deliberate I houghts 


account my ſelf exceeding happy? Why ſhould I envy Monarchs their 
Crowns, or rich Men their Poſſeſſions? This is frequently the Happineſs, 
ſachas it is, of the worſt of Men, who will have Time enough to lament 
their Choice, and curſe their vain and fatal Enjoyments. But the ſmalleſt 


Seeds, the leaſt Sparks of ſincere Love to God, that purifies and enuobles 
the Mind, unites it to its proper beatifick Object, and entitles us to all 


the glorious Benefits of the Sufferings of Chriſt, is ſuch an ineſtimable 
Mercy, as ought to fill our Hearts with Joy, and our Mouths with ever- 


laſting Praiſes. What greater Bleſſing can Heaven give, or Man receive, 


except the Completion of this imperfect Habit? and what can I do to 
expreſs my Gratitude to my Divine Author, but by loving him yet more, 
and yielding up my Heart entirely to Him? Let me therefore contemplate 


the amiable Object of this Heavenly Paſſion, till its Flame reflected and 


redoubled upon it ſelf, ſhall become ſtronger and more vigorous, and fill 


my whole Soul with its Heat and Light. How much better is it to feel in 
our Minds an ardent Love to God, than to poſſeſs all the Profits and Plea- 


ſures which the generality of Mankind purſue > The loweſt prevailing 


Degree of this celeſtial Quality, is infinitely more deſirable than the moſt 


Proſperous Condition on Earth: When it is in its mournful and peniten- 


tial State, grieving for Sin, and bewailing its own Weakneſs and Imper- 
fection; it does even then afford more ſolid and rational Satisfaction, than 


all things which the World can beſtow ; nor would I exchange its Fears, 
and Sorrow, for all the Delights of wicked and ungodly Men. And here, 
Sir, that I may not preſume too far Wan your Patience, I will conclude 


this Letter. I am, 
SIR, e eee ee 
Tour Humble Servant, 


.-THEOPHILUS. 
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The Fourth LETTER. 


Eucznio to Tusornixus. 

ff 5 „ 
I was with great Satisfaction that 1 tend; your laſt Practical Medita- 
tions on the excellent Subject of Divine Love. Your earneſt and pa- 
— Expoſtulations; your juſt and irreſiſtible Reaſons, and the moving 
Terms of Diction, I acknowledge, with great Thankfulneſs, went to my 
Heart, and excited warm and devout Affections: When my divine Fer- 

vour was much abated, I read your pious Diſcourſe again, and again, and 
' i always produced the like good Effect; and in Imitation of your Manner 
of Soliloquy and Expoſtulation, I have excrciſed my Thoughts on ſome o- 
ther ſpiricual and important Subjects, and have reaped ſuch a conſiderable 
Benefit from that Practice, that I perſuade my ſelf thoſe Divine Truths, 

which however unoperative in the Imagination of many, and produce bur 
few good Fruits in the Life and Converſation, loſe their Force and Efficaey, 
for want of frequent and ſerious Meditation, that ſhould urge and preſs 
them home upon the Heart, till it feels their Virtue, and receives their 
-Imprefions': And therefore, Sir, I am exceedingly obliged to you, for 
-communicating to me this Method of drawing forth, by ſeoret Contempla- 
tion, the Energy and Lite of Divine Notions, till they gain Admiſſion to 
the Soul, ſtir up generous Paſſions, and engage it in pious Reſolutions. I 
acquaint you, Sir, with the good Effect which I have found from your re- 
ligious Correſpondence, not only to expreſs my Gratitude to you, my 
great Benefactor, but like iſe to encourage you, hom I lock upon as a 
ſincete Lover of God and Man, not to break off your ſpiritual Commerce, 
but to communicate to me what Sentiments you may have behind on the 
great Theme, which you have choſen for our Intercourſe; or what Inſtru- 
ction ſocver you ſhall think 4 to 2 8 me, on any other divine Sub- 
ject. 1 am, 8 


SIR, 

| © © Tour moſt Obliged | | 

Humble Servant, 
EUGENTIO. 
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Th e to Eucznio. 


STR, 
HE Heart of Man is exceedingly deceitful and hard to be known, 
whence we often entertain wrong Opinions of our ſelves and our 
Actions. This ſaving therefore I interpoſe, if I am not miſguided, and 
under the Power of Self- Deluſion, I declare that that chief Ambition which 
I feel, is that of promoting the Honour of God and the Good of Mankind: 
And hence it is, that I perceived a ſenſible Pleaſure, when I peruſed your 
laſt, in which you tell me, that you have reaped ſuch ſpiritual Advantages 
from my Contemplations on Divine Love. Thus encouraged, Sir, I ſend 


you ſome other Thoughts on that important Article, with which 1 that 


conclude my Diſcourſe upon it. 
WHILE you take care, by proper Means and Motives, to cheriſh 


the Root of Divine Love in your Heart, that it may enrich your Life with 


plenteous Fruits of Piety and good Works, you ſhould ſometimes tommi- 
ſerate, with unicigned Compaſſion, the unhappy State of thoſe Men, who 


have loſt all ſpiritual Taſte, are eſtranged from the ſincere Love of God, 


and by their pernicious. Choice, have alienated their Hearts to the Profits 
and Pleaſures of this World. You ſhould therefore ſometimes ſay within 
your ſelf, How deplorable is the Condition of thoſe Men, who, ignorant 
of their Divine Original, and their chief End, have plunged themſelves in 
the Cares and Pleaſures of this World, and deſpiſed or disbelieved the 
Happineſs ot the next; whoſe Inclinations are turn'd aſide from God, the 


Fountain of all Good, and the only Obje of their Felicity, to the low and 
tranſient Vanities of this Life? The Conſideration of your ſad Condition, 


is enough to melt the Heart, penetrate the inmoſt Soul, and turn the 
Eyes to a Fountain of Tears. What a moving Proſpett is it, to fee Mem 
overſpread with the Leproſy of Sin, ſtupid and obdurate in Guflt, and 
ready to enter into a State of eternal Miſery, and yet ſo infatuated and 
blind, as to be wholly ignorant of their terrible Danger? What Compaſ- 
ſion is great enough to be exerciſed towards ſuch unhappy Creatures? O 

F | that 
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that they knew how ſad their Condition! Miſerable Men! Dark, inſenſi- 


ble Criminals ! Could I open your Eyes, and ſhew you your Deformity, 
and unſpeakable Danger, you would ſtand amazed at the Proſpect, and 
tremble to look about you ; you would ſtart back, and be affrighted to ſee 


your ſelves ſo foul and unclean, and your Indignation againſt your ſelves | 


would be greater than I am able to deſcribe. You love your Sins ſo well, 
and are ſo ſtupified and hardned in your Ways, that you ſhould ſtill go 
on, and flatter your ſelves that your Condition is not ſo miſerable as it is 
repreſented. Your invincible Adherence to earthly Pleaſures will not let 


you ſee your Pollution and dreadful Hazard, but will it {elf alone, be an 


Anſwer to all the Arguments, which are uſed, to make you ſenſible of 


your ſad Condition. The Perſuaſions of Men are not forcible enough to 
change your Inclinations ; their Calls are not loud enough to awaken you; 
only his Voice that makes the Foundations of the Earth tremble, is able 


to move ſuch Lethargick Sinners; only that Power that enlivens the Duſt, 
can quicken ſuch ſtupid and lifeleſs Souls. Gracious Lord! look with 
Pity on theſe miſerable Creatures; ſpeak, and they will hear; open their 
Eyes, and diſcloſe to them the immenſe Treaſures of thy Love; dart down 
a heav*nly Beam into their Minds, and let them ſee thy oloriots and ami- 
able Perfections, and they will not forbear to love thee; inſpire their 
Hearts with thy divine Grace ; change their Natures and evil Habits, and 
let them feel the attractive Force of thy infinite Goodneſs, that they may 


deſpiſe the World and the Pleaſures of it, and chuſe Thee alone for their 
End and Happineſs. 


AND as you ought, Sir, to exerciſe the greateſt Compaſſion to theſe 
unhappy Creatures, that are Strangers to God, and Enemies to Religion; 


ſo may you always cheriſh the greateſt Eſteem and Love to thoſe excellent 
Men who have withdrawn their Deſires and AﬀeRions from the World, 
and fixed them upon their bleſt Creator, as their chief Felicity. May 
you pay more Eſtcem and Honour to theſe God-like Perſons, than to the 
greateſt Heroes, and the moſt renowned Princes on Earth. Theſe are the 
living Images of the Deity, and the Purchaſe of the Blood of the Son of 
God, the Lights of the World, and the Glory of Mankind. If you ſhould 
love God as he has manifeſted himſelf in his Creatures, and admire him 
in the wonderful Impreſſions of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that 


are 
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are ſcen in the various Parts of Nature, you are much more obliged to do 
ſo, when you behold him in the moſt excellent Parts of his Creation. Good 

and pious Men give us the moſt lively Repreſentation of God's Perfections, 
and the Rays of Divine Goodneſs communicated to them, render them ſo 
beautiful and amiable, that he that loves the Deity, cannot but love his ra- 
tional Creatures, who in Purity ſo much reſemble him. Thoſe are the 
Sons of God, his Friends, his Favourites, and the Heirs of his Kingdom, 
and will you not love thoſe who are ſo much belov'd by him, and on whom 
he has conferred ſo much Honour? If then you are ſincerely devoted to God, 


you will certainly love and delight in ſuch, who, have the ſame Intereſt, 
Employments, and Inclinations with your ſelf, It is the greateſt Folly and 


Abſurdity in the World, to believe that you love the Divine Being, whilſt 
you hate, deride, and perſecute thoſe who love him moſt, and ſerve him beſt : 
May you never fall into this Deluſion, that has impoſed ſo much upon the 
World; may you never imagine that you have the leaſt Spark of Love to 
God, if in your Heart you hate and deſpiſe pious Men, who bear the great- 
eſt Similitude to his Holy Nature. How many Thouſands in the World 
perſuade themſelves that they love God, while they ſcorn and deride his 
Image, and affli& and inſult his Servants; while they inwardly contemn 
their Perſons, Purity, and humble and blameleſs Lives, and account them 
as much unfit to live in the World, as the World is unworthy to entertain 
them ? But how ill ſoever they are treated by their Enemies, how poor and 
low ſoever their Condition is, yet may you ſincerely love, and highly ho- 
nour them ; and may it be the Study of your Lite to do them good. 
AND if you have ſo much Reaſon to love God in the imperfect Image 
which you ſee of him in his Servants on Earth, how much greater Reaſon 


have you to love and admire Him in his Saints and Angels, who are in 


Heaven, and have yet more lively, and more perfect Characters of his Di- 
vine Perfe&ions imprinted on them? How lovely and beautiful are theſe 
Godlike Creatures? How bright are theſe miniſtring Flames of Fire? What 
Glory breaks from the Image of God ſhining on them? How clear and ca- 
pacious are their Underſtandings ? How full of Love and Joy their Wills? 


How regular and harmonious all their Faculties, and how pure and ſpotleſs | 
their whole Mind? What a raviſhing Proſpe& would it be, to ſee theſe 
an Creatures adhering to their beatifick Object, with inſeparable At- 
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fection, to ſee them all inflam'd with Love, and tranſported with everlaſting 
Joys? To ſee them drinking in Rivers of divine Pleaſures, that flow clear 
and untroubled from the Fountain of all Good, and ſending them back in 
eternal Praiſe ? Bleſſed Spirits ! how happy is your Condition, that love 
God perfectly, and are perfectly beloved of Him? I envy not your Hap- 
pineſs, but carneſtly wiſh to be Partaker of it. Your Love to God knows 
no Imperfection or Intermiſſion: You find no deadneſs in your divine Af- 
fections, and meet with no Interruptions in your Tranſports : You feel no 
Corruptions inclining you to ſenſual Objects, no Indiſpoſition of Soul or 
Body, to weaken or abate your Love and Delight. How deſirable is your 
Condition! How much more than all the "Treaſures and Glory of the 
World May I love you, and imitate your Love to God ; may the Con- 
templation of your divine Affections increaſe and advance my own; may I 
borrow from your Orbs freſh Light and Heat, to illuminate and warm this 
cold and obſcure Soul. How languiſhing are mine, compared with your 
active Flames > How weak and inconſtant are my pious Inclinations, and 
how ſtrong and eſtabliſhed yours? As heavy Bodies deſcend to the Earth, 

as Sparks of Fire mount upwards, and Rivers flow to the Ocean, fo natu- 
rally you move to God, the glorious Object of your Happineſs : In Him, 
as in your Centre, you find eternal unmoleſted Reſt ; from the Senſe of his 
Love to you, and the Operations of your own to Him, you derive all the 
Felicity you can poſſibly receive. How much in vain would it be to offer 
you the Enjoyments and Glory of this World ? How would you deride 
ſuch Toys and Follies, and reject the Propoſals with the higheſt Scorn ? 
You have no carnal Affections, no Appetites left, to which ſuch Tempta- 
tions can be addreſſed with the leaſt Hope of Succeſs. You love God, you 
love Him only, you love Him perfectly, and you ſtand fixed and immove. 

able in your happy Choice. Unconceivable Happineſs ! How gladly would 
I part with all the World to be admitted to your Society, there to be Par- 
taker of your celeſtial Delights; let me admire you as the moſt excellent 
and moſt amiable Parts of the Univerſe ; and tho* I ſee you not, yet let me 
feel that I love you, as I do my abſent Friends; tho? there be ſo great an 
Interval between ns, as that betwixt Heaven and Earth, yet Love has 
Wings, and can paſs it in a Moment: My Thoughts and Contemplations 
can reach you at the greateſt Diſtance, and this Way I may, in ſome Sort, 


enjoy 
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enjoy your heavenly Converſation. Methinks I fee your glorions Choir, all 
raviſhed and tranſported with Joy and Love; methinks J hear your divine 
Praiſes and triumphant Hallelujahs ; and whilſt I contemplate your glori- 
ous and happy State, I begin to taſte a narrow Stream of that ur 
Pleaſure, of which you poſſeſs the immenſe Ocean. 

M Soul riſes by ſtrong Efforts of Love and Deſire to your happy. Re- 
gions, and while I mingle with your celeſtial Company, I ſee your Crowns 
of Glory, and obſerve the Extaſies of immortal Bliſs. By. Anticipation, I 
pre-enjoy . the Happineſs of Heaven, ard the unſpeakable Delights of a 
glorified State. How earneſtiy now I wiſh. to be qualified, by a pure 


Heart, and a pious Life, for my Admiſſion into the happy and illuſtrious 
Aſſembly of the Righteous, and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, where 


I may ſee the greateſt Manifeſtations of the Almighty's Glory, and feel 
the higheſt Expreſſions of his Goodneſs, that humane Faculties, in their moſt 
reftified and exalted State, are capable of receiving > Where I may adore, 
admire and glorify the great Author of my Being, with all the Powers aud 


Capacities of my Soul; where I may love Him, and rejoice and triumph in 


im, as the ultimate Object of my Felicity; and where, in the Company of 
Saints and Angels, I may fing Praiſes and Hallelujahs to hm that fits upon 
the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever ; and Where likewiſe 1 ſhall be ad- 
mitted into the Preſence of my exalted Lord and Saviour, there ti behold) 
his Glory, and take Poſſeſſion of that holy and happy Place, which He is 
gone before to prepare for all thoſe who ſincerely love and ſerve Him. 
THUS, Sr, I have complied with your Deſire. I hal here conclude: 

my Meditations on this Diyine Subject. I nave before beſpoke your Can- 
dour, and made ſome Apology for the Defects of this Performance. The 
writing, of theſs Letters, I acknowledge has been uſeful to my ſelf, and I 
hope will prove ſo to you; and ſince the Propagation of Piety and Virtue 
is what we ſhould carneſtly deſire, if you are of Opinion that theſe Letters, 
ſhould they appear abroad, will promote thut great End, you have my Con- 
ſent to make them publick. I am, 


SIR, 


| | Tour Humble Servant, 
| ER. % _THEOPHI LUS. 
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HIS n you my 1 Thanks; for the Favour 855 your 
. laſt Letter; in which, as you tell me, you have finiſhed your Me- 
ditations on the great Subject of Divine Love. I am highly pleaſed, that 
you have given me the Liberty of making them Publick, being perſwaded 
they will be advantageous and uſeful to others, as they have been to my 
lf: For I muſt acknowledge, that by the Peruſal of them, I have not on- 
ly gain'd, as I believe, a full and clear Idea of Divine Love, in which 
the Rectitude of our Faculties and the Dignity and Perfection of our Na- 
ture ſo much conſiſt, but have likewiſe acquir'd ſome Growth in that 
heavenly Habit, and greater Facility in the Exerciſe of it. But notwith- 
ſtanding, Sr, you do not intend to communicate any more of your Sen- 
timents on that ſublime and excellent Theam, yet I cannot but ſollicit and 
importune you to continue your Correſpondence, by writing to me on 
other religious Duties, ſuch as the Fear of God, Delight in him, or De- 
ce on him, or any other Divine Subjects, which you ſhall judge 
moſt proper for my further Inſtruction and Improvement, which will be 
highly eee to 


Jour Obliged Humble Servant, 


EUGENIO. 
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